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Dear families

As we reflect on the 2025/26 school year, | keep coming back to one word: opportunity.
Throughout the year, opportunities came to life in classrooms, on stages, on playing fields and
technical competitions in robotics and cybersecurity. Students challenged themselves,
supported one another and achieved remarkable things with the leadership and support of
committed educators whose infectious enthusiasm encourage all around them to aim high.

715 graduates will cross a stage and begin their next chapter this spring.

During this busy graduation season for our grade 12s and their families, the sense of pride and
accomplishment is very real and heartfelt. Opportunities abound for these young adults that
are headed to post-secondary studies or who are planning advance in a much-needed skilled
trade. Others are choosing to take some time off to travel and then decide what path to take.
All are great choices and we wish them every success.

It is always so gratifying to hear what meant so much to them over the course of their school
years and how many of these students took the time to thank the teachers, principals and staff
members that had a positive impact.

West Vancouver Schools remains a destination of choice for employees in this province and is
not something to be taken for granted. Our Human Resources Department and District
Leadership Team has worked hard on both recruitment and retention strategies. There has
been a concerted effort to provide quality professional learning opportunities and celebrate
milestones for our valued staff members whether it is for a 20-year service recognition event or
a well-deserved retirement party. Personal touches matter.

The district has also successfully negotiated multiple collective bargaining agreements this
school year that will bring labour stability to our sector for a significant period. Thank you also
to the union leadership in SD45 for their professionalism and leadership on behalf of their
members.

Our schools have some exciting new physical spaces to crow about this June that emerge that
will create opportunities for generations to come. The West Vancouver Place for Sport that
began with a bold vision over a decade ago and finally came to life this school year. Being able
to host elementary track and field event at the Harry Jerome Oval and no longer needing to trek
all the way to Burnaby was fantastic. And we are all excited to see the Meyers Soccer bubble
open soon at the West Vancouver Secondary Campus.

Another important achievement was the opening of the Early Childhood Education Centre
adjacent to Ecole Pauline Johnson. Watching that project move quite quickly from concept to
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reality has been incredibly rewarding and we thank our talented staff members in both Early
Learning and Facilities who worked so hard in support of this project.

Learning begins long before kindergarten and our Board is delighted to see this new space that
will be a wonderful resource for young families in our community.

On behalf of the Board of Education, thank you for another outstanding year in West Vancouver
Schools where opportunities to learn, to belong, to grow and to succeed are embedded in all
that we do.

Thank you

AP

Nicole Brown
Board Chair
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