WEST
VANCOUVER
SCHOOLS

A world of opportunity

DISTRICT BUDGET INPUT PROCESS
2021-22 Budget Preparation

Individual / School/Partner Group Engagement

1. Given COVID-19, there is uncertainty in various areas as we plan for the fall. As the
District Leadership Team and the Board of Education work to prepare and adopt the
preliminary 2021-22 budget what feedback would you give them and what priorities
would you identify for budget spending?

2. Other Comments or Questions:

Please e-mail this completed form to Amanda Barr at abarr@wvschools.ca by March 2, 2021.
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Attention: West Vancouver Schools District Budgetary Committee

We are writing to you in our capacity as science department coordinators to strongly encourage you to
return the Rockridge Laboratory TA hours to their normal, pre-pandemic level of 30 hours per week. As
we all know, this school year began with tremendous uncertainty and certain budgetary decisions were
made given our limited projections. The reduced time has had a direct negative impact on student
learning and teacher workload. We feel strongly that the lost hours should be restored as soon as
possible to mitigate the losses facing students and staff.

Student learning in science classrooms across all grade levels has been negatively impacted by the
nature of emergency changes to our learning environment, especially reduced budgetary allowance for
support staff. This year, science students have been offered fewer experiential learning opportunities,
as reduced lab tech hours have limited the ability to effectively plan, prepare, and execute laboratory
experiments and interactive activities/demonstrations. Additionally, current stringent health guidelines
have increased demand on time dedicated to proper cleaning and storage of science equipment,
further limiting Laboratory TA hours available for responsibilities connected to student learning. In
previous years, the Laboratory TA would engage with teachers and learners in the classroom and work
collaboratively with educators to plan investigations. These are valuable interactions that can no longer
take place.

In addition to the impacts on student learning, science teachers have consistently reported an
unsustainable increase in their workload related to hands-on learning activities such as design labs and
projects. As you are aware, teachers at Rockridge have done a great deal of work in recent years to
implement rich and immersive learning experiences in their classes. These opportunities not only
support the BC curriculum but are also requirements of the MYP and AP programs we offer. The loss of
Laboratory TA time has made meeting these requirements unnecessarily complex and teachers have
stated unanimously that it has negatively impacted their ability to do their jobs at the standards
previously established.

We recognize that the temporary reduction in Laboratory TA hours was decided in good faith, with the
expectation that these hours would be reinstated as soon as possible. We urge you to do your utmost

to return this time for the 2021-22 school year.

Regards,

Stephanie Langlois and Matt Trask
Rockridge School Science Department Coordinators
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