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WVSS is an IB World School

October 1, 2026

Important Dates & Calendar Reminders for September:

Thurs. Oct 1°': CUE - Canadian Universities Event | 6pm-8pm | WVSS Gym
Sun. Oct 4: PumpkinFest | T0am - 2pm | See below for volunteer opportunities
Mon. Oct 5: World Teacher’s Day

Thurs. Oct 8: Clubs Day

Mon. Oct 12: Thanksgiving Holiday - School Closed

Thurs. Oct 15: Duke of Edinburgh Parent Information Meeting for Grade 11
families only | 7-8pm | WVSS Library

Tues. Oct 20: Photo Re-Takes

Frid. Oct 23: Professional Day (Classes not in session)

Thurs. Oct 29: Collaboration Day (Classes begin at 9:25am)
Frid. Oct 30: Interim Reports Published on MyEd
Sat. Oct 31: Happy Halloween!




NEW UPDATES:

COUNSELLING CORNER - LANGUAGE CHALLENGE EXAMS

Students in gr. 10-12, who are eligible, can write an exam for level 11 or 12 credit for the
following languages:
- Farsi, French, Japanese Korean, Mandarin, Punjabi, Spanish and American Sign
Language 11.

Please read the application and information on the requirements THOROUGHLY prior to
filling out the application. Click here

Note that for Universities in Canada, a second language credit is no longer required for
admissions.

Applications are due to the WVSS counselling office no later than Friday, October 30th™,
2026. Please contact Linda Caruth, Icaruth@wyvschools.ca if you have any questions.

REMINDERS:

CUE-Canadian Universities Event
Thursday, October 1%, 6pm-8pm in the North Campus Gym at WVSS.

*Qver 50 Post Secondary Institutions from across Canada will be represented.

PumpkinFest Student Volunteer Opportunity

Are you interested in volunteering at this year’s PumpkinFest event? Here's what you need to
know:
1. Date & Time: Sunday, October 4, from 10:00am-2:00pm
2. Volunteer Roles: We have a variety of positions to fill—sign up here: PumpkinFest
Volunteer Sign-Up
3. When signing up for volunteering please do not use your school email address or
you may not receive our messages and updates. Please use your personal email
address.


https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/schools/secondary/challenge-exams
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F30E0848ADA92CA6F85-65430925-2026&data=05%7C02%7Csfrith%40wvschools.ca%7Cff6f105c805a4cebfd3b08df1285f8f7%7Cd8013362a39e458b9457674cf091a797%7C0%7C0%7C639250038824988806%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h5e6UGpwooBevPyy5k83wbzv1%2BDxLjxu%2B2G2WKvi7PE%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F30E0848ADA92CA6F85-65430925-2026&data=05%7C02%7Csfrith%40wvschools.ca%7Cff6f105c805a4cebfd3b08df1285f8f7%7Cd8013362a39e458b9457674cf091a797%7C0%7C0%7C639250038824988806%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h5e6UGpwooBevPyy5k83wbzv1%2BDxLjxu%2B2G2WKvi7PE%3D&reserved=0

Important: All volunteers must attend a short Zoom Orientation on Thursday, October 1 at
5:00pm (approx. 30 minutes).

Zoom link: Join the Orientation

For questions, please contact Sandy Sull at sandy.sullbains@gmail.com

Thank you for helping us spread the word—we're excited to welcome West Vancouver
student volunteers to PumpkinFest again this year!

Policy & Procedure Form AND Student Verification Form

> Action Item: District Policies & Procedures Form is ONLINE. All Parents MUST
complete a West Van District Policy and Procedures online release form for each
child every year: 2026-2027 Online Policies & Procedures Form.

> Action Item: Student Verification Form is PAPER COPY. Students will receive a
Student Verification Form on Tuesday, Sept. 8. It is imperative this form is filled out,
checked for errors, and returned to the school office.

> Questions, please contact Ms. Rebecca Avotins at
West Vancouver Secondary School

WVSS - Student Lunch Account Program

We offer an optional Student Lunch Account Program designed to make cafeteria
purchases easier for families and faster for students.

This program reduces lineups and keeps lunch payments simple and predictable.
Here are the full instructions: Student Account Program - SD45 - Gemini Foods.pdf

Support: accounts@geminifoods.ca. Should you have any questions, please feel free to
email: accounts@geminifoods.ca. If you would like to connect with us, please email

Tony@geminifoods.ca and Geoff@geminifoods.ca

WVSS Athletics

FALL 2026 Sport Registration: 2 Step Process for non-high risk sports (3 steps for
football):

1) Register your student athlete at https://forms.office.com/r/DBW7pupAEX



mailto:wvss@wvschools.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F86813272012%3Fpwd%3DEvm4hw4TeXoUwfSInFzo3TubaHU3Wt.1&data=05%7C02%7Csfrith%40wvschools.ca%7Cff6f105c805a4cebfd3b08df1285f8f7%7Cd8013362a39e458b9457674cf091a797%7C0%7C0%7C639250038825022350%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c1GiD3p2brDELZrgvJw%2BvgLydDeA6%2BMWUWXpEK3Zj7A%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=YjMB2J6ji0WUV2dM8JGnlyIVQbPdw6VJiSEbLdn0sPBUN1VPNjlZR05HTFlPN1BEVTlURzgzUzFGVi4u
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rneK-xbyXYTHZc_PSleppR7R4_NBT1AR/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:accounts@geminifoods.ca
mailto:Geoff@geminifoods.ca
https://forms.office.com/r/DBW7pupAEX

2) Go to School Cash On-Line https://westvancouver.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Index
3) Only those players in football will also need to complete a paper copy for additional
liability that can be found under 'Downloads' on highlandersathletics.ca and
submitted to Mr. Kozak, the Football Head Coach: Football (link here):
FOOTBALL - Parent Informed Consent Form for High Risk School Sport1 - Copy.pdf
Any questions or concerns? Please contact your Athletic Directors: Mr. MacGivillary
Cam MacgGillivary and Ms. Taylor Patricia Taylor

Personal Digital Devices

As we start a new school year, we want to remind everyone of the Personal Digital Device
(PDD) expectations.

e Secondary Schools: Personal digital device expectations are in place during
instructional time. Instructional time is during classes, assemblies and all school
related learning activities. These guidelines are key to creating focused and

engaging learning environments. Parent PDD Infographic (US Letter)

Our goal is to minimize distractions and maximize learning opportunities. Digital devices,
when used appropriately, are powerful tools for collaboration, creativity, and
communication. However, they should not interrupt instructional time or disrupt the
learning environment.

What Families Can Continue to Do
Here are some ways families can help reinforce these expectations at home:

e Encourage Balanced Screen Time: Promote activities like reading, outdoor play,
and family time.

e Model Consistency: Show your support by modeling mindful and appropriate
device use.

e Support School Communication: Avoid contacting your child during instructional
time. Non-urgent messages can wait until after school. If urgent communication
is needed, please contact the school office.

e Stay Engaged: Revisit the Parent/Guardian Guide to Personal Digital Devices to
refresh your understanding of the expectations and discuss them with your child.

Safety First: E-Bike Helmet & Age Restriction Reminder

With the increase in e-bikes on campus, we ask parents to remind students that helmets are
mandatory when riding to and from school. Additionally, please ensure your child meets the
legal age requirements to operate their specific e-transport device.


mailto:cmacgillivary@wvschools.ca
mailto:ptaylor@wvschools.ca
https://westvancouver.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Index
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m-_xqLuT5GVbM-nAA3ZnyiO8d9Y-1OXP/view?usp=drive_link
https://wvschoolsca.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/msteams_a4abba/Shared%20Documents/General/Personal%20Digital%20Devices/September%202026/PDD%20%20Sept%202026%20ebulletin%20message.docx?d=wf5dfd7796ae24d9c90f0ae9760f7169b&csf=1&web=1&e=dMkFPB
https://wvschoolsca.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/msteams_a4abba/Shared%20Documents/General/Personal%20Digital%20Devices/September%202026/Parent%20PDD%20Infographic%20(US%20Letter).pdf?d=w341221487ca343f5bf7d0ab02b924b40&csf=1&web=1&e=IC2IjL

Please review the WVPD E-Transportation with your child to ensure they are riding safely
and legally.

Safe Driving Around WVSS

The safety and well-being of our students is always our top priority. We kindly ask for
everyone's cooperation in driving safely and responsibly around campus. Please remember
to adhere to speed limits, avoid U-turns, and use designated drop-off areas rather than
stopping in the middle of the road.

These simple actions make a big difference in ensuring all our students get to and from
school safely each day, especially as the days become shorter. Thank you for working with
us to keep our school community safe!

Student Parking

Students wishing to park in the WVSS student parking south lot, located below the track and
along the fence leading up to the back of the school, must complete a registration form and
obtain a parking decal. Both are available in the main office. Please note that there is a
$20.00 fee. If you have any questions, please see Ms. Bornea in the accounting office or
email Ms. Bornea at jbornea@wyvschools.ca.

PAC UPDATE
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PAC UPDATES
PAC Optional Donations

The Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) would like to thank West Vancouver Secondary
School parents who make the annual contribution to WVSS PAC to support your children in
both the classroom and in extra-curricular and sporting activities.

The 2026/2027 Optional PAC Contribution is available on School Cash Online. You have the
option to choose one of three donation amounts: $25, $50, or $75. You can contribute more
than once and at any time throughout the year!

Please see the attachment here PAC Optional Donation 2026-27 for a list of some of the
things the PAC supported last year, as well as some further details. To allow us to continue
with this support this year, please include the PAC Optional Donation on your School Cash



https://westvancouverschools.ca/westvancouver-secondary/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/09/WVPD-Micro-Mobility-June-2026-1.pdf
mailto:jbornea@wvschools.ca
https://westvancouverschools.ca/westvancouver-secondary/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/09/PAC-Optional-Donation-2026-27-210926.pdf

Online fee payment. Your donations enhance your child's school experience in so many
ways. Your PAC donation works alongside the BC Gaming Grant funds that the PAC applies
for each year.

8 School Essentials

School Supplies

[ Here is a recommended list of supplies for students:
& WVSS SCHOOL SUPPLIES LIST 26_27.pdf

Bell Schedules

e For our updated schedules please refer to BELL SCHEDULES

2026-2027 Calendar

e Hereis our 2026-2027 School Calendar

WVSS APP

Students and families will be able to use our WVSS APP to create and see their daily
schedule, see a map of the school, request a course change, obtain school announcements,
see all calendar events, social media posts, staff and school contacts and so much more!

Some class changes are still in progress. Teachers will show students how to use the app in
class on Tuesday.

Google Calendar Link

The WVSS google calendar for students includes the days (regular, FIT, Collab and the block
rotation) plus significant student events. If you would like to subscribe to this calendar,
please follow this - WVSS Student Calendar and add it to your Google calendar. If you'd like
to open it in Outlook or other applications, use WVSS Student Calendar

Attendance Notices

Student absences and late arrival to class should be communicated through email at
West Vancouver Secondary School


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zkvaaPlZpoNGoizrWsGYvxRuCso_Eu3h/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:wvss@wvschools.ca
https://westvancouverschools.ca/westvancouver-secondary/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2024/08/Schedules-2026-27-WVSS-1.pdf
https://westvancouverschools.ca/westvancouver-secondary/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2024/04/Cal-for-PAC.pdf
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y18zODMxMWU4MTBjMDVkNmQ2NDc2M2Q3MGFlNDA2ODc0YjI0ZjNmZTExMTk0MWFhZGU2M2E0YjUwMmI4NjVjMWJiQGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/ical/c_38311e810c05d6d64763d70ae406874b24f3fe111941aade63a4b502b865c1bb%40group.calendar.google.com/public/basic.ics

% If this is not possible, please call the school office at 604-981-1100.

% All student absences must be excused by a parent or guardian.

% If students are unwell during the day, they must report to the office before leaving the
school.

Extended Absence Forms

This is a reminder to families that if a student is missing 4 or more days due to an extended
absence, they must have this Extended Absence Form completed and signed by all their
teachers and an administrator. Copies are available for pick up at the north campus and
south campus offices. Thank you for your attention to this.

SMS Text Messaging for Parents/Guardians

For parents/guardians who would like to be notified of a school emergency such as
power outages, severe weather or safety alerts via SMS - Please text a “Y” or “Yes” to
978338 to ensure you are on the list.

Optional Accident Insurance for Families

West Vancouver Schools reminds families each year that personal injury or accident costs
are not covered by the district or its insurance provider. To help protect against expenses
from accidental injury, unexpected medical costs, or critical iliness, families have the option
to purchase voluntary accident insurance plans. A variety of providers offer different levels
of coverage, so families are encouraged to review their options carefully and choose a plan
that best meets their needs.

North Shore Settlement Workers In School (SWIS) Team

The Impact North Shore SWIS team offers many events and workshops for families across
the community who are new to the BC School system. For more information, please see
Link for Info



https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:67ea7cf9-cef1-4e89-97b0-dceb7dcfb203
https://wvschoolsca.sharepoint.com/:i:/s/msteams_a4abba/IQAq7860dm5ORZwVclh7sqbeAce7zMcgqGBviSGm4ym5X24?e=cLicF3

Additional Notices

e Parent Code of Conduct:
o Parent/Guardians - please review the following Conduct for parents
e E-Transport: Know Before you Buy or Ride - WVPD

o Please review this important information from the West Vancouver Police

Department regarding e-transport: WVPD E-Transportation
e Safe Driving Around WVSS:

o Parents and students are reminded to drive safely and legally around
campus. Please avoid U-turns, speeding, and stopping in the middle of the
road for drop-offs.

e Homestay Families Needed:

o WVSSiis looking for families to host international students. If interested,

contact Homestay Coordinator or visit West Vancouver Schools International
e Community Connections and Events:

o Stay engaged with the community by visiting Community Connections and

Events

s® Useful Links

Reporting Absences/Lates: West Vancouver Secondary School

WVSS Website: West Vancouver Secondary School

¢ Counselling Page: West Vancouver Counselling

" Athletics Website: Athletics

#22West Vancouver School District: West Vancouver Schools

Follow Us: rta@wearewvss

Please keep your contact information up to date to receive important school updates.



mailto:homestay@wvschools.ca
mailto:wvss@wvschools.ca
https://westvancouverschools.ca/westvancouver-secondary/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/09/Conduct-for-parents.pdf
https://westvancouverschools.ca/westvancouver-secondary/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/09/WVPD-Micro-Mobility-June-2026-1.pdf
https://westvancouverschools.ca/international/
https://westvancouverschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/2627-Community-Connections-Ebulletins-Sept24.pdf
https://westvancouverschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/2627-Community-Connections-Ebulletins-Sept24.pdf
https://westvancouverschools.ca/westvancouver-secondary/
https://westvancouverschools.ca/counselling/
https://www.highlandersathletics.ca/leagues/homeHighlanders.cfm?leagueID=0&clientID=5626&link=Highlanders
https://westvancouverschools.ca/
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