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Important Dates & Calendar Reminders

e Frid. Dec. 19: Early Dismissal - Classes end at 12:00pm

e Mon. Dec. 22 - Jan. 2nd: School closed for Winter Break

e Mon. Jan. 5: School opens (Regular Day 1- 1,2,3,4)

e Tues. Jan. 6: Grade 7-8 Parent Information Night | 6:30pm | Kay Meek Theatre

e Mon. Jan. 12: IB Information Session for Grade 9 students | Lunchtime | Library

e Wed. Jan. 14: IB Information Session for Grade 10 students | Lunchtime | Library

e Mon. Jan. 12-14: Grade 10 Literacy 10 Graduation Assessments

e Mon. Jan. 19-22: Grade 12 Literacy 12 Graduation Assessments

e Mon. Jan. 19: IB Information Meeting for Parents of Grade 9/10 Students |
7:00pm | Kay Meek Theatre

e Wed. Jan. 28: Parent Teacher Interviews | 1:00pm-3:30pm & 3:30pm-5:00pm |
Virtual Online (Instructions on how to sign up will be posted in January)

e Thurs. Jan. 29: Collaboration Day - Classes begin at 9:30am

e Frid. Jan. 30: District Professional Day (School not in session)



E CHRISTMAS INITIATIVES E

We would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to the WVSS Community for your support in
making the holiday season that much brighter for everyone!

Your generosity and contributions to the used clothing drive, Harvest Project and the Holiday
Hampers have been greatly appreciated!

We wish you and your families a wonderful holiday season.

NEW UPDATES

Celebrating Student Success: Featured at the end of the bulletin

West Vancouver Schools Personal Digital Device Update

Over the first term, students and staff have worked hard to follow the West Vancouver
Schools Personal Digital Device (PDD) expectations. Classrooms are more focused,
transitions are smoother, and students tell us they can concentrate better without the pull of
their phones. Thank you to families for reinforcing these habits at home.

As we return to school after the winter break, please help us keep this momentum going by
reminding your children of the digital device expectations while at school.



What's expected at secondary school:

Cell phones and other digital devices should only be used during instructional time with
explicit staff permission. Device use should be intentional, supervised, and tied to learning.

How families can help:

Parents and guardians are encouraged to support schools by demonstrating these
expectations whenever possible. This includes limiting adult cell phone use in and around
school and refraining from contacting your child during school hours.

For a one-page overview of expectations, see our Parent & Guardian Infographic.

West Vancouver Highlander Athletics

You can now watch all of the Highlander basketball teams home games on our livestream
by going to: hudl.fan.com and just type in "West Vancouver Secondary" in the search bar

We also have a YouTube network with all of our basketball games archived:
https://www.youtube.com/@Westvanhighlandersathletics

FAST (First Aid Swim Training) Program Applications for the 2026-2027
School Year Are Now Open!

The First Aid Swim Training (FAST) Program is a unique opportunity for students to develop
the essential skills and confidence to become successful lifeguards while also building
leadership and resilience.

By the end of the program, students will earn key certifications that are prerequisites for the
National Lifeguard Course, which they can take independently at age 15 or older.
Completing the National Lifeguard Course qualifies students to work as lifeguards, opening
doors to meaningful, in-demand employment.

Certifications earned in FAST include:
- Bronze Medallion
- Bronze Cross

- Standard First Aid & CPR-C


https://westvancouverschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Parent-PDD-Infographic-US-Letter.pdf
http://hudl.fan.com
https://www.youtube.com/@Westvanhighlandersathletics

Program Highlights:

In addition to earning certifications, the FAST Program provides a practical foundation in:
- First Aid Training: Building strong emergency response skills

- Swimming and Stroke Development: Improving confidence and technique in the water

- Cardiovascular and Resistance Training: Developing fithess and endurance

- Leadership Development: Encouraging teamwork, communication, and responsibility

This program is ideal for students interested in aquatics, leadership, and gaining valuable
job-ready skills.

Click this link to apply and learn more about the program: First Aid Swim Training (FAST) |
West Vancouver Schools

Cybersecurity, Artificial Intelligence and Quantum Computing Course

https://westvancouverschools.ca/programs/cybersecurity-ai/

Cybersecurity, Artificial Intelligence and Quantum Computing is a hands-on, project based
course offered to students in Grades 10-12 who are attending Rockridge, Sentinel or West
Van Secondary.

Students learn the theory and apply it to practical projects in the fields of Cybersecurity,
Artificial Intelligence and Quantum Computing. They have an opportunity to prepare for
external certifications in Cybersecurity, Networking, Internet of Things, Programming,
CompTIA, and Data Science. Students also participate in international competitions such as
CyberPatriot and others. The course aims at helping students prepare material they can use
for university applications.



https://westvancouverschools.ca/programs/first-aid-swim-training-fast/
https://westvancouverschools.ca/programs/first-aid-swim-training-fast/
https://westvancouverschools.ca/programs/cybersecurity-ai/

‘-’ IB Student Info Sessions

Come learn all about our Pre-Diploma and IB Diploma Programmes. Get all of your
questions answered!

7' Mon. Jan. 12 - Grade 9 students (*) Lunchtime in the Library
7' Wed. Jan. 14: Grade 10 students (*) Lunchtime in the Library

REMINDERS

WVSS - New Student Lunch Account Program

(3 Student Account Program - SD45 - Gemini Foods.pdf

We're introducing an optional Student Lunch Account Program designed to make cafeteria
purchases easier for families and faster for students. Parents can load funds online, and
students pay using a secure QR code.

Benefits for families:

One-minute setup

Easy reloads anytime

Balance and purchase visibility
No cash or cards needed
Secure and privacy-protected

This program reduces lineups and keeps lunch payments simple and predictable.

If you have questions, please contact Tony at Tony@geminifoods.ca or Geoff at
Geoff@geminifoods.ca

Full instructions are in the PDF above.
Support: accounts@geminifoods.ca



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rneK-xbyXYTHZc_PSleppR7R4_NBT1AR/view?usp=sharing
mailto:Tony@geminifoods.ca
mailto:Geoff@geminifoods.ca
mailto:accounts@geminifoods.ca

7 Graduation Assessment Dates

Please note that these Graduation Assessments are required for graduation purposes.

Parents/Guardians: Please avoid booking appointments during school hours during these
assessment dates as they can only be completed during designated ministry time slots. If
you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact Ms. Frith at Sofia Frith

January 12-14, 2026: Grade 10 students write the Literacy 710 assessment.

January 19-22, 2026: Grade 12 students write the Literacy 12 assessment.

June 8-12, 2026: Grade 10 students write the Numeracy 10 assessment.

2026-2027 Admissions

Admissions for the 2026-2027 school year are open for all Kindergarten students and all
Grade 1 -12 In-catchment students. Admissions for Out-of-Catchment and Out-of-District
students opens at 8:00am on Thursday, January 15", 2026. For more information about
admissions processes, dates, guidelines, and information, please visit Admissions | West
Vancouver Schools

Collaboration Time 2025-26
Please note that classes begin at 9:30am on Collaboration Days. Next Collaboration date is
January 29, 2026

Optional Accident Insurance for Families

West Vancouver Schools reminds families each year that personal injury or accident costs
are not covered by the district or its insurance provider. To help protect against expenses
from accidental injury, unexpected medical costs, or critical illness, families have the option
to purchase voluntary accident insurance plans. A variety of providers offer different levels
of coverage, so families are encouraged to review their options carefully and choose a plan
that best meets their needs.

WVSS APP

Students and families can use our WVSS APP to see their daily schedule, see a map of the
school, obtain school announcements, see all calendar events and so much more!



mailto:sfrith@wvschools.ca
https://westvancouverschools.ca/admissions/
https://westvancouverschools.ca/admissions/

Google Calendar Link

The WVSS google calendar for students includes the days (regular, FIT, Collab and the block
rotation) plus significant student events. If you would like to subscribe to this calendar,
please follow this - WVSS Student Calendar and add it to your Google calendar. If you'd like
to open it in Outlook or other applications, use WVSS Student Calendar

Attendance Notices

Student absences should be communicated through email at
West Vancouver Secondary School

% If this is not possible, please call the school office at 604-981-1100.

% All student absences must be excused by a parent or guardian.

% If students are unwell during the day, they must report to the office before leaving the
school.

Extended Absence Forms

This is a reminder to families that if a student is missing 4 or more days due to an extended
absence, they must have this Extended Absence Form completed and signed by all their
teachers and an administrator. Copies are available for pick up at the north campus and
south campus offices. Thank you for your attention to this.

SMS for Parents/Guardians

Option to receive text message for school emergencies or other important alerts: Part of
the SD45 communication system allows families to opt into receiving important information
additionally by text. For parents/guardians who would like to be notified of a school
emergency such as power outages, severe weather or safety alerts via SMS please text a
“Y” or “Yes” to 978338 to ensure you are on the list.

PAC News and Parent Education

WVSS PAC Update PAC UPDATE

PAC Donation - School Cash Online


mailto:wvss@wvschools.ca
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y18zODMxMWU4MTBjMDVkNmQ2NDc2M2Q3MGFlNDA2ODc0YjI0ZjNmZTExMTk0MWFhZGU2M2E0YjUwMmI4NjVjMWJiQGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/ical/c_38311e810c05d6d64763d70ae406874b24f3fe111941aade63a4b502b865c1bb%40group.calendar.google.com/public/basic.ics
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:67ea7cf9-cef1-4e89-97b0-dceb7dcfb203

The 2025/2026 Optional PAC Contribution is available on School Cash Online. You have the
option to choose one of three donation amounts: $25, $50, or $75. You can contribute more
than once and at any time throughout the year!

Please see this link, B PAC Optional Donation 2025-26.pdf , which highlights some of the
things the PAC supported last year, as well as some further details.

Parents guide to Social Media and Digital Devices:

Parents Guide to Social Media and Digital Devices

Physical Activity and Physical Literacy: Children and Youth Ages 5-17

For detailed information, please see the link HERE

Additional Notices

e Safe Driving Around WVSS:

o Parents and students are reminded to drive safely and legally around
campus. Please avoid U-turns, speeding, and stopping in the middle of the
road for drop-offs.

e Homestay Families Needed:

o WVSSiis looking for families to host international students. If interested,

contact Homestay Coordinator or visit West Vancouver Schools International
e Community Connections and Events:

o Stay engaged with the community by visiting Community Connections and

Events

s Useful Links

Reporting Absences/Lates: West Vancouver Secondary School

722 WVSS Website: West Vancouver Secondary School

¢ Counselling Page: West Vancouver Counselling

/" Athletics Website: Athletics


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T-6WsKBpIkDStWtK9Qif6FccrjYFJsEq/view?usp=sharing
mailto:homestay@wvschools.ca
mailto:wvss@wvschools.ca
https://westvancouverschools.ca/resources/parents/social-media-digital/
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/sites/default/files/documents/10-420-6136-nh-physical-activity-physical-literacy-resources_youth_digital-1.pdf
https://westvancouverschools.ca/international/
https://westvancouverschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2526-Community-Connections-Ebulletins-Dec18.pdf
https://westvancouverschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2526-Community-Connections-Ebulletins-Dec18.pdf
https://westvancouverschools.ca/westvancouver-secondary/
https://westvancouverschools.ca/counselling/
https://www.highlandersathletics.ca/leagues/homeHighlanders.cfm?leagueID=0&clientID=5626&link=Highlanders

#0=West Vancouver School District: West Vancouver Schools

Follow Us: r@@wearewvss

Celebrating WVSS Highlander Success
WVSS Students Shine in Math Contests

Canadian Senior Math Contest

WVSS finished as the top school on the North Shore, 2nd in BC (just 2 marks behind
Burnaby South) and 11th in Canada!

The team was led by Toshiv Chowdhary and Arya Nazari and below are the top 5 scores
which make up the team score (over 1100 students wrote the contest in BC):

Toshiv Chowdary: 57/60 - 4th highest score in the Province (99.7% percentile)
Arya Nazari: 54/60 - 10th highest score in the Province (99.1% percentile)
Woojin Jeong: 50/60 - 21st highest score in the Province (95.6% percentile)
Chaewon Seo: 44/60 75th highest score in the Province (93.4 percentile)
Gavin Wang: 42/60 110th highest score in the Province (90% percentile)

Having five scores in the top 10% of all contest writers is truly outstanding and speaks to an
exceptional level of dedication and talent. These students are among the strongest math
students in the entire province.

Canadian Intermediate Math Contest

WVSS finished 12th in BC and 41st in Canada, which is an incredible achievement as well.

Arnav Keshwani 48/60 97% percentile (37th in the province)
Evan Choi 46/60 96% percentile (44th in the province)
Zhiwen Zheng 44/60 93% percentile (70th in the province)
Jiaqi Zou 43/60 93% percentile (82nd in the province)

Great work to all the students who wrote the contest! A heartfelt thank you to Mr. Kozak for
his outstanding leadership, dedication, and commitment to inspiring excellence in
mathematics.



https://westvancouverschools.ca/

Sr Boys Basketball team West Van Tip-Off Tournament Champions

WVSS 89 - Moscrop 73
WVSS 69 - RC Palmer 62
WVSS 56 - OKM 45

Warmest wishes to the WVSS community for a joyful, festive, and relaxing
winter holiday!

We look forward to welcoming our students back in the new year,
refreshed and ready for the exciting months ahead.
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