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District Website
UPCOMING DATES
January 25" RPAC General Meeting (Virtual) 7pm
January 27" Professional Development Day (No School for Students)
February 13" Saleema Noon Body Science Parent Information Night (Virtual)
February 17 Reading Break (School Closed)
February 20" Family Day Holiday (School Closed)

ScHoOOL NEWwS

THE PROUD PRINCIPAL — LUNAR NEW YEAR

The school is working with a group of parent volunteers to create a special day on Thursday, January
26" to celebrate the Lunar New Year — the Year of the Rabbit. We are hard at work and training. We
will start with a lion dance parade with drummers that parents are able to watch. This will start at 8:45
am in the undercover area by the Grade 3 doors. The lion parade will visit each classroom to bless
each space and in hopes of bringing prosperity to each room. The lion will be attracted to each
classroom by a symbolic head of lettuce that will be exchanged with the lion for a gift for each student.
Parents will be able to view the parade in three ideal locations: the Grade 3 undercover area (start),
downstairs hallway, upstairs foyer/entrance (end).


https://westvancouverschools.ca/ridgeview-elementary/
https://westvancouverschools.ca/ridgeview-elementary/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/321951601814066/
http://westvancouverschools.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/ridgeviewdragon/
https://twitter.com/RidgeviewDragon
https://www.facebook.com/RidgeviewDragon

After the parade, buddy classes will join up and take turns going to several stations for students only.
We will have Kung Fu in the gym as well as a few more station in the library with the infamous sugar
lady to make a treat for each child.

STAFFING

Ms. Soderling, our music and band teacher, currently has taken leave. We will have Ms. McLauchlan
who will be taking over 4 days a week to provide our music and band. We have asked Ms. Dawson,
currently in Grade 4/5, to cover on Wednesdays for prep coverage for Ms. Soderling — but with a
different lens of programming than music. This situation will be in place until Spring and perhaps to
June.

SALEEMA NOON BoDY SCIENCE — PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT

Please mark your calendars that Saleema Noon will be holding a virtual parent information session (for
all grades) to discuss and answer any questions regarding her Body Health Workshops on Monday,
February 13" at 6:30pm. Saleema Noon Body Health Workshops for students (all grades) will take
place during school on February 15 and 16. Saleema’s workshop presentation is an extension of

the Ministry of Education Physical Health Curriculum. Thank you to RPAC for financially sponsoring
this event. More information and a link to join the parent meeting will be sent to all parents closer to the
date.

LUNCH UTENSILS

A reminder to pack a reusable fork, spoon or chopsticks from home should your child require a utensil
to eat what they have for their lunch. This includes if they are receiving hot lunch. In order to
reduce the amount of waste produced, utensils are not provided with hot lunch and we do not have
utensils available in the office.

IF YOUR CHILD WILL BE ABSENT OR ARRIVING LATE FOR SCHOOL

It is extremely important that student absences/late arrivals be reported to the school office prior to
9:00am by either leaving a voice message on the ‘Call Back’ phone line at 604-981-1252 or by
emailing Mrs. Lytle (slytle@wvschools.ca). Please call or email EACH day your child is absent or if you
know your child will be away for an extended period of time, please email Mrs. Lytle so that this
information can be recorded on the Call Back ‘long term’ form. Also, if you will be extending your
winter break holiday beyond January 2", please let us know. Thank you for your cooperation.

DISTRICT WEATHER CLOSURES AND PROCEDURES

As winter approaches, the likelihood of school disruptions due to snowfall or power outages increases.
As such, we would like to provide you with some important information about the district’s weather
closure of schools procedures and announcements process.

The district aims to keep schools open on every regular instructional day, including those with snowfall.
However, the final decision to send students to school resides with the parent or guardian since they

are most familiar with the specific road and weather conditions around their home and community.

Weather Closure of Schools (Outside School Hours)


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FFgYxJY4HdiTrajEafcB48Q~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRj7qwoP0QnaHR0cHM6Ly9jdXJyaWN1bHVtLmdvdi5iYy5jYS9jdXJyaWN1bHVtVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpiBah4DWIuA4euUhNzbHl0bGVAd3ZzY2hvb2xzLmNhWAQAAAAC&data=04%7C01%7Cslytle%40wvschools.ca%7Cd0b964838fc4457827ed08d9f19a8822%7Cd8013362a39e458b9457674cf091a797%7C0%7C0%7C637806468273082619%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=yFTs%2FfRzbQ9N9WFPUQ3fN%2B3h12QCUtgD5Zpg8Kl7XLI%3D&reserved=0
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Any decision to close schools for the safety of children will be made by the Superintendent. Parents,
students, and staff will be informed of the Superintendent’s decision via: the school district website at
www.westvancouverschools.ca and a School Messenger email

We endeavor to communicate this information to parents and staff by 6:00 a.m. on the day of closure.
Weather Closure of Schools (During School Hours)
If weather conditions create a concern for the safety of students returning home, the school principal

can decide to dismiss school early after consulting with the Superintendent.

The decision will be communicated to parents and students using the school’s normal communication
systems.

Student safety is our first priority. Every effort will be made to keep schools open, but parents are
encouraged to establish a plan for their children in the event of early dismissal or school closure.

As always, please refer to this section of the district website for the latest information.

School closures may also appear on several local news sources including:

News 1130 http://www.news1130.com/

CKNW 98 http://www.cknw.com/news/

Global TV http://globalnews.ca/live/bc/

CBC http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia

KINDERGARTEN & IN-CATCHMENT GR 1-7 REGISTRATION FOR 2023-24

If you, or anyone you know, has a child born in 2018, please note that registration for Kindergarten
2023/24 opened on October 17", Registration is also open for any in-catchment families with children
going into Grades 1-7. The online registration application can be found here. Please note out of
catchment Grade 1-7 registrations and out of district applications for secondary schools are not
accepted until January 16, 2023.
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RPAC GENERAL MEETING (VIRTUAL)

Mark your calendars — The next RPAC General Meeting is scheduled to take place (virtually) on
January 25" at 7:00pm.

HOT LUNCH PROGRAM — WINTER TERM ORDERING IS OPEN
The school lunch program at Ridgeview is one of the RPAC's biggest fundraisers. Last year we raised
over $30,000!

The funds from the lunch program are used for a variety of projects and programs that benefit our
children. These are separate from the specific project(s) funded by the annual cheque writing
campaign. Throughout the 2021/2022 school year the RPAC used the funds raised to support
programs such as:
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¢ Badminton classes, All grades

e Health sciences with Saleema Noon, All grades

e Hip hop classes, All grades

o First aid course for the Grade 6’s

e Qutdoor school for Grade 5,6 & 7

e Ice cream socials, All grades

o Teacher appreciation lunch, All grades

e Classroom and library funding, All grades

e And many more programs and projects that benefited our children

Thank you to all the families that have contributed to this fundraising program and have continued to do
so this school year!

The Winter term program will continue to offer the same vendors:

Monday- Domino’s Pizza
Tuesday- Presto Catering
Wednesday- White Spot
Thursday- Presto Catering
Friday- Domino’s Pizza

Winter Hot Lunch Session- Important Dates

Ordering opening day: Friday, December 16
Ordering closing day: Thursday, March 2
First day of hot lunch: Wednesday, January 4
Last day of hot lunch: Friday, March 10

Ordering Deadline

There's a strict 8-day cut-off for ordering. For example, to order for Wednesday, January 4, orders
should be submitted by Tuesday, December 27.

Payments, order changes, cancellations, and refunds:

We only accept credit card payments

Orders should be paid in full at the time of ordering

Cancellations or changes can be made on the system BEFORE cut-off

Credits resulting from cancellations or changes can be used for future lunch dates or
fundraisers, they are not automatically refunded to the method of payment

Ordering Instructions:

Please visit https://munchalunch.com/schools/Ridgeview to place your orders.

¢ If you need to edit a lunch order after it has been placed, please refer to these instructions:
» Goto: My Account > View My Orders > click 'Edit' next to the order


https://munchalunch.com/schools/Ridgeview

» Follow the on-screen prompts (the system will put all FUTURE lunch dates/selections
back into the 'shopping cart': items will appear on the right)

» Go to the date/menu that needs a change > checkmark the item/s you wish to
remove/click Remove > Add any new items if desired > when done, go to the very LAST
menu > click Finished > Next > Submit.

(It's important to RE-SUBMIT your updated order in order for the child to continue receiving lunches).

FoLLow Us ON FACEBOOK!
Join us on the Ridgeview Dragon Facebook page for the latest RPAC information, news and fundraiser
efforts! Click here to join.

COMMUNITY

WEST VANCOUVER MEMORIAL LIBRARY WINTER PROGAMS

WVML is offering lots of exciting programs for ages 5+ including Lunar New Year, Lantern Festival,
coding + design, virtual Escape Rooms — the list goes on! We’re also very happy to be back offering
mostly in-person programs, too. Everything is free, open to all and no library card is required.
Visit HERE to find out more information.
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