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Important Dates:

Jan 30th 2" Gr 7 Basketball Game: League — Vs Gleneagles Ch’axay
Jan 29t District Pro D — School Not In Session
Jan 30t Chess Club at Lunch Starts
Feb 2 Field Hockey Inservice — Gr 2-5
Feb 28t PINK SHIRT DAY — Anti-Bullying Day

Principal’s Message

With the wet weather proving to be relentless, Irwin Park students did their utmost to
remain positive despite the dour skies. Practicing our PANTHER P.R.1.D.E. value of
the month, being POSITIVE, was something we all tried to maintain with the rainy days.
However, it was good to get back on track with our learning plans as we made up for
lost time due to the interruptions caused by SNOW DAYS last week.

This week both our Boys and Girls Gr 7 Basketball Teams were in action in their debut
matches. Our boys traveled to West Bay and took an early lead before surrendering a
lead in the last minutes and being edged out by just one point in a 33-32 loss; a game
that could have gone either way. With 24 athletes at the helm...trying to find them all
court time is a challenge. However, Ms. Fee and Ms. Daniels had better luck with our



Lady Panthers as they charged into their first game and took a commanding lead, and
won their first game 28-13. We hope we can continue these strong showings on Tues
of next week when we take on Gleneagles Ch'axay, Mr. Campbell’s old stomping
grounds so this game means a bit more! ????

Please consider a new addition from our Library Corner with our Family Book Club
opportunity.

Information in this E-Bulletin includes several updates for families:

Panther P.R.I.D.E. Values Shared

PINK SHIRT DAY T-SHIRT Opportunity

Lunch Time Chess Club - Registration is now full.
Library Corner — Family Book Club Op
Community News and Ops
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Irwin Park PANTHER P.R.1.D.E. Values Launch

These values were selected collaboratively with the input of our Gr 6 & 7 students and will hope
to provide the foundation for a common language at Irwin Park Elementary moving forth. Gr 6
and 7 students were asked to brainstorm and come up with possible values that will be
represented by each of the letters in the Panther P.R.I.D.E. acronym. Moving forth we will
focus on each of these values and unpack how making choices in our everyday decisions that
reflect these values will help increase our sense of belonging, understanding and mutual
respect and safety. We look forward to sharing what our Gr 6 and 7 leaders produced next
week as a value will be announced each day next week, starting with P on Monday, R on Tues
and I on Wednesday, etc.

P — POSITIVE

R — RESPECTFUL

I — INCLUSIVE

D — DETERMINED
E - EMPATHETIC

PINK SHIRT DAY — ANTI BULLYING INITIATIVE PLANS

Each year in February, schools across Canada recognize the importance of stamping out
bullying. The term bullying is a term that can sometimes be misused and
misrepresented. While life as a child and teen can be full of mean moments in our day-
to-day experiences both in the community and at school, BULLYING is defined as a
repeated series of PHYSICAL, EMOTIONAL or even SOCIAL threats, intimidation, or put-
downs that are a result of a power imbalance that target an individual or group unfairly.
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Bullying can be traumatic, hurtful, and is unacceptable in our community. While we
work hard as a school staff, and community to eliminate bullying, it takes constant
vigilance and attention to ensure that all members of our community are being treated
with respect and dignity, regardless of who they are. Our PINK SHIRT Initiative is a
reminder for all of us that we have a responsibility to stand up to bullying in all of its
forms by being an active UPSTANDER rather than a spectator or BYSTANDER to
bullying. We as parents can set an example for our children on how to deal with conflict
or situations like this in a calm but assertive and respectful manner.

As part of this effort we will be hosting our traditional and always popular PINK SHIRT
DESIGN CONTEST as well as hosting an assembly targeted on the tools and strategies
we can take to deal with bullying and stop it in it's tracks.

This year we are also inviting all families to join us in the celebration and showing their
IRWIN PARK PANTHER P.R.I.D.E. in pink with an Irwin Park Panther Pink T-Shirt
available to families and staff! Samples will be available for viewing next week as we
start to prepare for this celebration of safety, community, and care! Learn more here:
https://www.pinkshirtday.ca/

Stay tuned as to how you can order your very own IP PANTHER PINK SHIRT!
Chess Club at Lunch — REGISTRATION NOW FULL

A chess club led by an accredited chess instructor has been confirmed for the Winter
Term. Sessions will start the week of Jan 30% for Gr 2/3 (TUES) and Gr 4-7 (WED) at
lunch in the library. Students will be asked to head to the library with their lunch and
learn and practice under the guidance of Chess Master Luc Poitras.

More information can be found by emailing Chess Master Luc Poitras at
chessinschool@yahoo.com

Grade Date and Time and Registration Link
Location
Grade 2 &3 Tuesdays at 12:30 — 1:15 Gr2-3-ChessClubatIP
pm in the IP Library
(starting Jan 30) REGISTRATION IS FULL
Grade 4/5/6/7 Wednesdays at 12:30 - | —Gr4-7/ChessClubatIP
1:15 pm in the IP Library
REGISTRATION IS FULL

Irwin Park Library Corner: IP Student Book Club

A fun Book Club for Irwin Park students!
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The IPPG & Ms. Doni Gratton have come together to create an after-school Book Lovers
Club for IP students who love to read. The idea is to have an extra-curricular space for
book-loving kids to connect with other book-loving kids. All students from K-7 who love
to read are welcome (gr 3 and below should attend with a parent). We'll meet
monthly in the school library from 3-4PM on the first Thursday of each month, starting
next Thursday Feb 1st at 3PM.

Students that come out should bring a good book along and expect:

o Recommendations. Students will informally present to the group about a recent
book they loved. Why did they love it? What happens in the story? They should
bring their copy to show the group & even read some aloud if comfortable doing
so!

« Book sharing. With parent consent, students can lend books to one another.
Send books you want to share, just include your name & email address and we'll
keep track of who has which book.

« Reading. We'll have some quiet reading time, just sitting together enjoying our
books.

We'll have some snacks for the kids and even indigenous tea for any adults who join!
Book lovers, assemble!
COMMUNITY NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Attached are documents for Community News:

Early Years Fair 2024 WVCC.pdf

Spring Break PCC camp flyer Jan Feb.pdf - Our Friends at Private Coaching Co. are hosting a
Spring Break Multi Sport Camp!

Cybersafe from Exploitation — Parent Presentation January 237, 2024 @ 7pm at the
Kay Meek Arts Centre

Foundry North Shore and West Vancouver Schools are hosting Tiana Sharifi to present to
parents/caregivers about cybersafety and exploitation. The presentation will address the root
causes that would lead to exploitation, as well as provide tangible strategies to break down
vulnerabilities that would lead children and youth into online sexual exploitation.

Registration for this event can be found here.

Cybersafe from Exploitation Flyer

Family Sessions — Establishing Safe, Caring, & Respectful Digital Communities


http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/txpOY9t-TM94Kc5XSew8aA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRnlFqhP4StAmh0dHBzOi8vY2FuMDEuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRkE5WnUxeDJ3aTJvTVQwWmRvdnltaVF-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/CwrjmmNbwo1Ke-nbrPErsw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRnlFqhP4SvAmh0dHBzOi8vY2FuMDEuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRnk0ZTNjTDg3a3BONWllZVlaRGRSVXd-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/oUhh0MSV9IRoY3tpsCRYYQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRnlFqhP4SHBWh0dHBzOi8vY2FuMDEuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRjhNbTZ0cW80UFd3NWZZOE9QcXY3dGd-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-

Safer Schools Together are pleased to announce that in partnership with the Ministry of
Education and Childcare, they have opened four more dates for their “Social Media
Awareness” Family Sessions. These sessions were designed to support families and
caregivers navigate the digital world.

Dates, times, and information on how to register can be found in the link below. We kindly ask
that you share this link with your families.

erase Family Sessions (saferschoolstogether.com)

Hollyburn Family Services

Hollyburn Family Services is offering “The Incredible Years” for parents of children aged
2-7. The program will focus on strengthening parenting competencies and fostering
parent involvement with their children.

When: Wednesday evenings, January 10 to April 17, 2024 (Note: the program will run during
Spring Break, March 18, 2024 to April 1, 2024)

Time: 6:15-8:15pm

Where: Online through Zoom

Cost: Free

Eligibility: Residents of the North Shore with children aged 2-7 years old.
Registration: for more info or to be added to the waitlist, please contact Marlae

Vermeer (Family Counsellor, Hollyburn Family Services): mvermeer@hollyburn.ca

Pauline Johnson’s PAC is again offering First Aid Hero’s Babysitting Course and Stay
Safe (home alone) Courses. The courses will take place on Monday, January

29+ (Professional Day) at PJ. Payment and registration can be made through our online
shop until January 19+. The courses are open to all intermediate students, including
those from outside PJ so invite your friends to join you.

Please contact us at register@ecolepjpac.com with any questions.

BABYSITTING COURSE ages 11 — 13
Time: 8:30am — 3:30pm

Students learn how to care for younger children and how to prevent and respond to
emergencies.
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Each student will receive a babysitter manual, and a certificate.
$65/student

STAY SAFE! (home alone) ages 9 — 13

Time: 9:00am — 3:00pm

Helps prepare students to be on their own at home or in the community.
Each Student will receive a Stay Safe! workbook and certificate.

$65/student



