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Irwin Park Elementary School

// \l’\E eBulletin

A Weekly Update of School Information For Parents
and Guardians at Irwin Park

Thursday, Oct 26th, 2023

Information in this E-Bulletin includes several updates for families:

Irwin Park Spirit Wear: LAST CHANCE!

Halloween Expectations & Reminders

Photo Retakes: Thurs Nov 2™

Universal Snack Program: Feeding Futures Initiative

We Scare Hunger Food Drive: Thank You & Extended to Oct 31st
Ministry Reporting Update: 2023

Hot Lunch Reminders

IP Library Update

Important Dates

10 After School Extra Curricular Opportunities
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Last Week to Order Irwin Park Spirit Wear Clothing

The online Irwin Park Spirit Wear Store is will be open for one more week! Be sure to order
your favourite T Shirt or Hoodie with your Panther P.R.I.D.E. showing loud and proud helping
us build community amongst our shared values.

After over 400 students voted on their favourite colour scheme, our revised Irwin Park Panther
was reborn.

Pick from 4 different shirt styles available at our online store: short sleeve, performance,
long sleeve, and hoodies, and new this year, by popular demand, baseball hats, toques,
and crew sweatshirts!

This gear is perfect for PE class, sports teams and to just wear every day with school Panther
P.R.I.D.E.! There are both youth and adult sizes available and items will be delivered to the
school and distributed from the office. Grab some for the whole family! Our spirit wear will be
delivered to your child at school in late November...just in time for the holidays! Or check out
the attached QR Code! And order using your smartphone!


http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/EaT5gD4Ce7KuccPYuNPPJw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRnHGXLP4RLA2h0dHBzOi8vY2FuMDEuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRkQxZHhTOF9kWGg3QjJFN1FhbE42aFF-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/EaT5gD4Ce7KuccPYuNPPJw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRnHGXLP4RLA2h0dHBzOi8vY2FuMDEuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRkQxZHhTOF9kWGg3QjJFN1FhbE42aFF-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Ir6o5HtBRYaGJrmsTU-GNQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRnHGXLP0QVaHR0cDovL2JpdC5seS8zUThKTlloVwdzY2hvb2xtQgplL0syO2X3oyXuUhZhY2FtcGJlbGxAd3ZzY2hvb2xzLmNhWAQAAAAC

CLICK HERE to order Irwin Park gear! If you have any questions, please contact our Vice
Principal, Ms. Dixon at kdixon@wvschools.ca .

: Costume Expectations at Irwin Park

With Halloween fun around the corner we wanted to take some time to establish some
common costume expectations for families should they be preparing to dress up for
school on Tuesday Oct 313, We will be hosting a brief Halloween Assembly and Parade
in the gym on Tues Oct 31st at approximately 11:45 am. Parents are

welcome, however our gym space is limited.

A number of students have approached me to ask about Halloween costumes for the
big day.

Students, who choose to, will be permitted to wear a costume of their choice as long as
it fits within the following boundaries....

o Feel welcome to dress in a costume or not.

o Itis appropriate for Elementary School KG-7 and not deemed offensive to others

o Avoid costumes that promote cultural stereotypes. (information on Cultural
Appropriation vs Cultural Appreciation can be found here)

o Costumes need to be non-violent in nature.

o It does not include any props that could be mistaken to be a weapon of some
sort...so that means...no guns, no axes, no swords; save those for Tuesday
evening when you go Trick or Treating.

o Masks unfortunately will not be allowed during the school day in class due to
safety concerns and learning needs

o Should students choose to wear a costume, students must be able to learn
in that costume and if students struggle in this area that student will be simply
asked to remove their costume.

There is no pressure or expectation for students to wear a Halloween costume. Should
students or staff choose not to wear a costume...that is totally acceptable. We must
respect and understand that many people in our community may have different
connections to this annual celebration. Thank you for your understanding and support.

3 TREAT MAXIMUM IN EFFECT @ IP Post Halloween

In order to curb the sugar highs and lows that come with this time of year, as per
tradition, Irwin Park will only permit students to bring a maximum of 3 Halloween
Treats to school each school day. Therefore sugar intake and enjoyment of those
Halloween treats is moderated and in check. (Unless of course, this includes Kit Kat's
that must be turned in to the Principal on-site immediately ????) But in all seriousness,
we would ask parents to support our efforts for moderation and ensure that students
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follow this expectation by bringing a maximum of 3 treats if any... to be enjoyed over
the course of the school day. Thank you for your support.

Our school will be planning a Halloween Assembly between recess and lunch on
Tues Oct 315t Classes will gather in the gym to take part in a quick dance party and
then each class will be invited to celebrate their costumes by participating in a parade
around the gym. Parents are welcome to join should space allow in the gym and in the
hallways as our Primary grades make their way back to class after our assembly!

Photo Retakes: Thurs Nov 2™

If your child missed our photo day or are interested in your child having a photo retake
pls inform your child’s teacher as well as writing it in their planner.

We have attached a document that can be printed off and signed to give to your child’s
teacher letting them know to encourage your child to head to the library when retakes
are being announced.

Universal Snack Program Announcement: K-3

This week Irwin Park launched its participation in the Universal Snack Program, as part
of WVSD's effort to support the Ministry’s_Feeding Futures program; a new Ministry of
Education & Child Care initiative focused on investing, building, and expanding local
school food programs by developing universal, barrier free access to nutritious meals
and snacks to students at no cost. K-3 students enjoyed access to Cheese Strings and
fresh giant Gala apples on Wednesday, in addition to their own snacks from home.
Contact your child’s teacher if you have questions.

GR 6/7 LEADERSHIP: We Scare Hunger Food Drive Oct 24-31st

A huge thank you to the many families who have already contributed to our WE Scare
Hunger Food Drive!

We have extended the deadline for families to contribute to the Irwin Park Grade 6 and
7 Leadership Club initiative. We are hoping you will help us “Scare Hunger” this
October by donating non-perishable food items and toiletry items. All proceeds
will go to programs run by the Harvest Project. Each IP classroom has a donation box
where students can put their non-perishable items. The "We Scare Hunger" drive will
go on from October 24-31!
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We are trying to reach a goal of 400 food items and daily essentials. Pls
consider helping us and give generously!

Some of the most requested items are:

Grocery Gift Cards
Canned Vegetables & Fruit
Canned Soups

Granola Bars

Coffee

Flour

Rice

Sugar and Salt

Oils and Vinegar

Ketchup and Mustard
Toothbrushes Toothpaste
Soap

Shampoo Conditioner
Diapers

Socks and Underwear

REPORTING UPDATES FOR PARENTS
Student Learning Updates and Family Portal Access

Parents will be able to access Student Learning Updates (formally report cards) on
the MyEd family portal on Dec 15th. More will be shared on the revised Ministry
reporting Mandate at the upcoming IPPG Meeting. Parents can also see the notes below
and in past E Bulletin’s outlining the expected changes to student reporting.

Family Portal Important Notes: Please be sure to log on to your MyEd Family Portal
account as soon as you can so that you can access your child’s report card when it is
posted.

« Family Portal Link: https://www.myeducation.gov.bc.ca/aspen/logon.do
o Portal Help page: https://westvancouverschools.ca/family-
portal/#1582137227642-38c8alcb-8ca3
Video instructions (4 min)
Logging-In Quick Guide

o Username/Password/Password Recovery — Please record your username
and password. Furthermore, confirm you have set up your ‘password recovery’
function to allow you to reset your own password. New: See below (#3) for
the option to sign in using your BC service card.
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« If you need support with your family portal account, please email us at
wvssportalhelp@wvschools.ca.

MyEd: Parent Student Login - BC Services card Login Option

There is now a new option for MyEd Logins. This change will give parents and students
the option to login to their MyEd accounts using their BC Services Card. The hope is
that this will remove the need for updating or resetting forgotten passwords for those
who choose this option. Please note that this is not available for staff who are also
parents. Please see these attachments for more information: BC Service Card Login
Parents  and BC Service Card Login Students

What’'s Changed in Student Reporting?

As communicated last Spring, the Ministry of Education and Child Care has implemented
a new Learning Update Policy which defines and provides direction for the ways our
school will be communicating your child’s learning. The goal of the Learning Updates is
to provide personalized, descriptive feedback to effectively communicate with students,
parents, and caregivers about where students are in their learning, the next steps, and
how families and teachers can work together to support student growth. You can learn
more in this parent-friendly Ministry publication. Or by visiting:
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/reporting/resources-for-parents-and-caregivers

The provincial Reporting Policy mandates that students in Kindergarten through Grade 9
will be assessed using the 4-point proficiency scale and students in Grade 10 through
Grade 12 courses will be assessed using letter grades and percentages. Each term,
students at all levels will be sharing self-reflection and making goals around British
Columbia’s Core Competencies — Communication Skills, Thinking Skills, and Personal
and Social Skills.

Teachers will be communicating and reporting throughout the year in the following
formats:

« 3 Formal Written Learning Updates (2 Mid-year Learning Updates, and 1
Summary of Learning)

» 2 Informal Learning Updates (ex. Parent-Teacher Conferences, Student-Family-
Teacher Conference, Interim Report)

The Ministry of Education and Child Care, responsible for creating reporting
requirements, has provided reporting information for parents and caregivers in the
following languages: English, French, Chinese (Simplified and Traditional, Tagalog,
Farsi, Urdu, Punjabi Gurmukhi
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Should you have any further questions, please reach out to me directly at
acampbell@wvschools.ca.

Irwin Park Library Update: Mrs. Gratton dgratton@wvschools.ca

We are always trying to make our library collection more diverse and inclusive, to better
match the population of students we teach and connect our readers to each other. One
of the ways we can do this is by including books from the many different perspectives
and voices that represent us! This includes our diverse identities, ethnicities,
cultures, languages and holidays that we celebrate.

If you have books to suggest for our library collection, or books to donate that speak to
our diverse population, please contact Ms Gratton. We are always looking for books that
connect to the many cultural holidays of our families, and books written in languages
other than English to add to our Language Bins! Currently we have books about the
following holidays: Christmas, Hallowe'en, Eid, Ramadan, Hanukkah, Powwow, Diwali
and Chinese New Year. We have books written in the following languages: Japanese,
Farsi, Chinese, Ukrainian, French and Korean. If you have Children's Books about other
cultural holidays, or books written in other languages that you would recommend
please let our teacher librarian know!

IRWIN PARK HOT LUNCH: Now Open for Orders!

The IPPG is pleased to announce that the Irwin Park MunchALunch website is open
for hot lunch orders now until December 22nd.

Lunch orders are delivered to students at the school on Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday. Orders must be received by Sunday evening at 6pm for the

following week.

Orders are made directly through the MunchALunch website. Be sure to order
individually for each dayyou would like your child(ren) to receive a delivered
lunch. Please email ippac@wvschools.ca with any questions.

IMPORTANT NOTE: PLEASE SEND CUTLERY AND CHOPSTICKS TO SCHOOL WITH
YOUR CHILD AS NEEDED.

Important Dates:
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Oct 31 Traditional Halloween Assembly and Parade

Nov 2nd Picture Re-Takes

Nov 10t Irwin Park Remembrance Day Assembly

Nov 13t Remembrance Day Holiday — School Not in Session
Nov 14t Reading Break — School Not in Session

Nov 27t Irwin Park Scholastic Book Fair Begins!

Fall Programs at West Vancouver Community Centre & Gleneagles
Community Centre

Click here to view the programs and activities available

Want to learn languages, science, Lego, chess..., visit
https://westvancouver.ca/learning

Live! Music Series, Thursday, October 19, 4-5pm, Free
Come enjoy the musical hour with Gergana Velinova Jazz Trio in the Atrium
Event info

Are you new in West Vancouver? Come, discover and join us:
https://westvancouver.ca/newcomers

Family Smart Workshop Series and Information Sessions

The following events are being offered to families and community members. Please see the
attachments below for all the details:

e FamilySmart Monthly Online Events - Fall Series 2023.pdf
o FamilySmart Workshop Open House for Professionals Fall 2023.pdf
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