N7 V Irwin Park Elementary School
// NE R eBulletin

Po.nthem

A Weekly Update of School Information For Parents
and Guardians

Friday, Oct 20th, 2023

Principal’s Message

This week I had the pleasure of joining the Gr 6 and 7 cohort at Cheakamus Center in
Brackendale BC to experience along side them the wonders of Outdoor School. While
the weather was not the most cooperative, our group was resilient in their efforts to
make the best of challenging weather conditions as we pushed through the rain and
wet with plans of exploration and discovery. Observing and interacting with students in
outdoor environments provides a truly different perspective for the adults involved with
them as well as the amongst the students themselves. Certain kids can rise in areas
that were perhaps unknown to their peers or teachers, while others may be stretched in
those same areas. Without the confines of a traditional classroom, the dynamics allow
a different type of energy and interaction between all involved.

Cheakamus Center’s Outdoor School location is situated on the Cheakamus River with
access to a fully functioning animal farm, complete with chickens, pigs, and goats to
name a few. With activities like Pond Studies, Farm Studies, Challenge and
Collaborative Games, and Archery, the kids were exposed to several new experiences
that took many of them out of their urban comfort zones. These activities coupled with
an evening campfire experience and wholesome plentiful meals at the majestic ELC, the
main dining hall and meeting area, made the entire experience positive and unique.

A huge thank you to our incredible Parent Chaperones who volunteered their valuable
time and energy to support our kids for 3 full days and 2 overnights, in addition to our
dedicated Gr 6/7 Teaching Team, Mr. Burke, Ms. Kozak, Ms. Roughley and Ms. Paquin
and not to mention our Gr 6/7 EA team of Ms. Andrea and Ms. Cruz. Thank you to all of
our families for supporting this experience. We look forward to sharing the photo
memories of our trip on the hallway monitors next week and encourage parents to drop
in to have a peek! Or check out the Instagram post of a few of those memories here!
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Lastly, this week we will be kicking off our We Scare Hunger Food Drive to support
the North Shore’s very own Harvest Project Food Bank. We encourage families to
donate generously non-perishable foot items to those families living with less. You can
read more below!

Information in this E-Bulletin includes several updates for families:

Irwin Park Spirit Wear: NOW AVAILABLE!
Halloween Expectations & Reminders

Universal Snack Program: Feeding Futures Initiative
We Scare Hunger Food Drive

Ministry Reporting Update: 2023

Hot Lunch Reminders

Important Dates

After School Extra Curricular Opportunities
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Irwin Park Spirit Wear Clothing is AVAILABLE NOW!

The online Irwin Park Spirit Wear Store is NOW OPEN for orders until Monday, Nov 4",
2023.

After over 400 students voted on their favourite colour scheme, our revised Irwin Park Panther
is reborn. We are encouraging students and families to consider purchasing an item that helps
build connections within our Irwin Park community and culture. There are four different shirt
styles available at our online store: short sleeve, performance, long sleeve, and hoodies,
and new this year, by popular demand, baseball hats, touques, and crew sweatshirts!

This gear is perfect for PE class, sports teams and to just wear every day with school Panther
P.R.I.D.E.! There are both youth and adult sizes available and items will be delivered to the
school and distributed from the office. Grab some for the whole family! Our spirit wear will be
delivered to your child at school in late November...just in time for the holidays!

CLICK HERE to order Irwin Park gear! If you have any questions, please contact our Vice
Principal, Ms. Dixon at kdixon@wvschools.ca .

HALLOWEEN : Costume Expectations at Irwin Park

With Halloween fun around the corner we wanted to take some time to establish some
common costume expectations for families should they be preparing to dress up for
school on Tuesday Oct 31°t.

A number of students have approached me to ask about Halloween costumes for the
big day.
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Students, who choose to, will be permitted to wear a costume of their choice as long as
it fits within the following boundaries....

o It is appropriate for Elementary School KG-7 and not deemed offensive to others

o Itis non violent.

o It does not include any props that could be mistaken to be a weapon of some
sort...so that means...no guns, no axes, no swords; save those for Tuesday
evening when you go Trick or Treating.

« Masks unfortunately will not be allowed during the school day in class due to
safety concerns and learning needs

« Should students choose to wear a costume, students must be able to learn
in that costume and if students struggle in this area that student will be simply
asked to remove their costume.

There is no pressure or expectation for students to wear a Halloween costume. Should
students or staff choose not to wear a costume...that is totally acceptable. We must
respect and understand that many people in our community may have different
connections to this annual celebration. Thank you for your understanding and support.

Our school will be planning a Halloween Assembly between recess and lunch on
Tues Oct 315t Classes will gather in the gym to take part in a quick dance party and
then each class will be invited to celebrate their costumes by participating in a parade
around the gym. Parents are welcome to join should space allow in the gym and in the
hallways as our Primary grades make their way back to class after our assembly!

Universal Snack Program Announcement: K-3

The province’s_Feeding Futures program is a new Ministry of Education & Child Care
initiative focused on investing, building, and expanding local school food programs by
developing universal, barrier free access to nutritious meals and snacks to students at
no cost.

As part of West Vancouver Schools Feeding Futures Initiative, a K-3 Universal Snack
Program (USP) will be launching in all Kindergarten to grade three classrooms during
the week of October 23. We are excited a healthy snack will be offered to our primary
students once a week. Our primary families will be receiving a letter on Monday Oct
23" with more details surrounding this exciting new program.

GR 6/7 LEADERSHIP: We Scare Hunger Food Drive Oct 24-28™"
The Irwin Park Grade 6 and 7 Leadership Club is hosting its first food drive of the year.
We are hoping you will help us “Scare Hunger” this October by donating non-

perishable food items and toiletry items. All proceeds will go to programs run by
the Harvest Project.
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Starting next week, each IP classroom will have a donation box where students can put
their non-perishable items. The "We Scare Hunger" drive will go on from October 24-
28!

We are trying to reach a goal of 400 food items and daily essentials. Pls
consider helping us and give generously!

Some of the most requested items are:

Grocery Gift Cards
Canned Vegetables & Fruit
Canned Soups

Granola Bars

Coffee

Flour

Rice

Sugar and Salt

Oils and Vinegar

Ketchup and Mustard
Toothbrushes Toothpaste
Soap

Shampoo Condiitioner
Diapers

Socks and Underwear

REPORTING UPDATES FOR PARENTS

As communicated last Spring, the Ministry of Education and Child Care has implemented
a new Learning Update Policy which defines and provides direction for the ways our
school will be communicating your child’s learning. The goal of the Learning Updates is
to provide personalized, descriptive feedback to effectively communicate with students,
parents, and caregivers about where students are in their learning, the next steps, and
how families and teachers can work together to support student growth. You can learn
more in this parent-friendly Ministry publication. Or by visiting:
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/reporting/resources-for-parents-and-caregivers

The provincial Reporting Policy mandates that students in Kindergarten through Grade 9
will be assessed using the 4-point proficiency scale and students in Grade 10 through
Grade 12 courses will be assessed using letter grades and percentages. Each term,
students at all levels will be sharing self-reflection and making goals around British
Columbia’s Core Competencies — Communication Skills, Thinking Skills, and Personal
and Social Skills.
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Teachers will be communicating and reporting throughout the year in the following
formats:

« 3 Formal Written Learning Updates (2 Mid-year Learning Updates, and 1
Summary of Learning)

« 2 Informal Learning Updates (ex. Parent-Teacher Conferences, Student-Family-
Teacher Conference, Interim Report)

The Ministry of Education and Child Care, responsible for creating reporting
requirements, has provided reporting information for parents and caregivers in the
following languages: English, French, Chinese (Simplified and Traditional, Tagalog,
Farsi, Urdu, Punjabi Gurmukhi

Should you have any further questions, please reach out to me directly at
acampbell@wvschools.ca.

IRWIN PARK HOT LUNCH: Now Open for Orders!

The IPPG is pleased to announce that the Irwin Park MunchALunch website is open
for hot lunch orders now until December 22nd.

Lunch orders are delivered to students at the school on Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday. Orders must be received by Sunday evening at 6pm for the

following week.

Orders are made directly through the MunchALunch website. Be sure to order
individually for each dayyou would like your child(ren) to receive a delivered
lunch. Please email ippac@wvschools.ca with any questions.

IMPORTANT NOTE: PLEASE SEND CUTLERY AND CHOPSTICKS TO SCHOOL WITH
YOUR CHILD AS NEEDED.

Important Dates:

Oct 23 Div 7 and Div 11 Field Trips

Oct 24 1t League Gr 7 Volleyball Game for IP: Boys at Home vs PJ
Oct 25 Art Starts Fine Arts Performance K-7: Raven Stole the Sun
Oct 31 Traditional Halloween Assembly and Parade

Nov 2nd Picture Re-Takes

Nov 10t Irwin Park Remembrance Day Assembly
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Fall Programs at West Vancouver Community Centre & Gleneagles
Community Centre

Click here to view the programs and activities available

Want to learn languages, science, Lego, chess..., visit
https://westvancouver.ca/learning

Live! Music Series, Thursday, October 19, 4-5pm, Free
Come enjoy the musical hour with Gergana Velinova Jazz Trio in the Atrium
Event info

Are you new in West Vancouver? Come, discover and join us:
https://westvancouver.ca/newcomers

Family Smart Workshop Series and Information Sessions

The following events are being offered to families and community members. Please see the
attachments below for all the details:

e FamilySmart Monthly Online Events - Fall Series 2023.pdf
o FamilySmart Workshop Open House for Professionals Fall 2023.pdf
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