
 

A Weekly Update of School Information for Parents 
and Guardians at Irwin Park 

Thursday, Nov 9, 2023 

Principal’s Message  

We are busy preparing for our Remembrance Day Assembly slated for Dec 10th in the 
Irwin Park Gym. With Gr 7 students acting as Masters of Ceremony and sharing the 
background and importance of this special occasion across our nation, we look forward 
to welcoming several special guests,  including WVSD School Trustee Felicia Zhu and 
West Van Councilor Christine Cassidy. In addition, we will also have Mr. Bob Baker, a 
Squamish Nation elder and advisor to our School District and Mr. Alex Chisamore, a 
piper from the JP Fell Pipe Band.  

This past Wednesday several our classes recognized Indigenous Veterans Day on 
Nov 8th with learning activities and exploration of history through the fine arts. National 
Aboriginal Veterans Day was first observed in Winnipeg on November 8, 1994, and has 
since been observed nationwide. We will be learning more of the Indigenous Canadian 
history of military service and how they have struggled for full recognition at our 

assembly on Friday.  

Parents are welcome to join, however space may be limited to standing room. We 
apologize for the potential lack of seating but hope to host a memorable event that will 
remind all of our students, staff and guests of them importance of peace, optimism 

and cooperation in our world moving forth.  

CHECK OUT WHAT'S GOING ON @ OUR SCHOOL ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
Twitter: @IrwinParkSchool 
Instagram: @irwin_park_elementary 

Information in this E-Bulletin includes several updates for families:  

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/XjEhNVKt8UefirBwtFMr8w~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlV_oGP4QhBWh0dHBzOi8vY2FuMDEuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRjFHbGlmeHFobkR2V0lKNW9aRWNvdWd-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/SFxSfeGWtSsUW8LO0ImLew~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlV_oGP4Q_BWh0dHBzOi8vY2FuMDEuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRndsWEx1OXRYLTVKZDlCSXl3Ull2R0F-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF--JmRhdGE9MDUlN0MwMSU3Q2xhbmRlcnNvbiU0MHd2c2Nob29scy5jYSU3QzUxYzNlN2JlNTkxMTRmMWJjNDdkMDhkYWFkODE0MzVlJTdDZDgwMTMzNjJhMzllNDU4Yjk0NTc2NzRjZjA5MWE3OTclN0MwJTdDMCU3QzYzODAxMzA2Nzk0OTE1NDMwNCU3Q1Vua25vd24lN0NUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpXSWpvaU1DNHdMakF3TURBaUxDSlFJam9pVjJsdU16SWlMQ0pCVGlJNklrMWhhV3dpTENKWFZDSTZNbjAlM0QlN0MzMDAwJTdDJTdDJTdDJnNkYXRhPUFNUXElMkY4alZabjFKSlFscHEyOVRPRzkwNm5DS2lYeU5oMDVXQ3piYU5ZMCUzRCZyZXNlcnZlZD0wVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpjc4bGdmPMkADQUhZhY2FtcGJlbGxAd3ZzY2hvb2xzLmNhWAQAAAAC


1. IPPG November Meeting: Thurs Nov 16th 6 pm!  
2. Family Movie Night: Fri Nov 24th 5:30 pm  
3. Purdy’s Chocolate IPPG Fundraiser 
4. Santa’s Workshop: Dec 15th – donations being accepted now! 
5. Ministry Reporting Update: Proficient vs Extending 
6. ERASE: Online Safety Parent Education Opportunity Important Dates 
7. After School Extra Curricular Opportunities 

IPPG MEETING: Thurs Nov 16th @ 6:00 pm  

All parents are welcome to attend our first IPPG General Meeting of the year in the 
school library on Thursday November 16th at 6PM. Your IPPG Executive will walk you 
through plans for the year ahead, we’ll have a financial update with our proposed 23/24 
budget and Mr Campbell and Ms Dixon will give updates from the Administration, 
specifically addressing the revised Reporting Mandate from the BC Ministry Of 
Education. See REPORTING UPDATE information below for details on what will be 
presented. 

As always, there will be snacks to help lure you out. Look forward to seeing your many 
friendly faces :)  

Your dedicated IPPG Executive! 

Movie Night - Elf or Alvin and the Chipmunks: Road Chip? 

IPPG Movie Night is back for a second year! It will be held on Friday, November 24th 
at 5.30pm in the school gym.  

• Students have the chance to vote for their preferred movie this week - Elf or 
Alvin and the Chipmunks: Road Chip? 

• This is an IPPG fundraising event: tickets will be $5/student at the 
door (cash only). This includes a small bag of popcorn! 

• Kids in grade 3 and below will require an adult chaperone (adults are free 
admission).  

• Yes, there will be pizza! You will be able to pre-order your slices on Munch-a-
Lunch to guarantee availability. Orders are taken through MUNCH A LUNCH…just 
log in! 

• Yes, there will be concession with Bubly and candy to purchase! 

Santa’s Workshop is Coming! Fri Dec 15th - New and 'Like New' 
Gift Donations Needed! 

It's one of the most loved traditions at IP and the IPPG is thrilled to bring this back for the 
students. Santa’s Workshop needs donations of new or 'like new items' that will be offered for 
sale to students at a discounted price to give as gifts to their family.  

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/iewNhgd0m9NW0PXMOvZumw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlTwmaP0QdaHR0cHM6Ly9tdW5jaGFsdW5jaC5jb20vbG9naW5XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmNjGtZtY9H6YEhSGmFteXJlYmVjY2Fob2RnZXNAZ21haWwuY29tWAQAAAAC
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/iewNhgd0m9NW0PXMOvZumw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlTwmaP0QdaHR0cHM6Ly9tdW5jaGFsdW5jaC5jb20vbG9naW5XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmNjGtZtY9H6YEhSGmFteXJlYmVjY2Fob2RnZXNAZ21haWwuY29tWAQAAAAC
https://munchalunch.com/login


 
Remember all that Amazon impulse buying that you never really got around to using? Do you 
have items that no longer bring you joy? Are your cupboards overflowing and making you feel 
overwhelmed? We can help! Donations for Santa's Workshop are being collected now, 
and through to December 14, in the boxes that have been placed at the front 
entrance outside the office. New and gently used items only please - no broken, worn 
out, dirty or tired goods. Thank you for your generosity and supporting your IPPG and 
making our students’ holiday shopping a little easier! 
 
HOW DOES SANTA’S WORKSHOP WORK?? 
 
Kids in each grade, most especially our primary classes, will be invited to the gym on Dec 15th 
to have the opportunity to make discounted purchases of gift items that are donated by our 
community. It’s not only a great environmental choice (REUSE/REDUCE/RECYCLE) but it will 
mean some special gifts under the tree. The event even provides wrapping services for our 
students’ purchases! 
 

WINTER CONCERT AT IRWIN PARK: DEC 13th  
Ms. King and her students have been working hard over the first term and are keen to share 
their progress with our community. We will be hosting a Winter Concert on Wed Dec 13th. 
This early evening event will involve our Gr 7 Concert Band, Gr 6 Beginning Band and 
our Intermediate Choir, who will be showcasing their talents and raising holiday cheer.  In 
addition, we will have student performances from our Grades K-5 classes. We look forward to 
welcoming our community into the gym and will be asking guests to bring a non-perishable 
food item to donate to the Harvest Food Project. More details on times and tickets will be 
provided in the coming weeks. 

 
PURDY’S IS BACK!   

• Get your holiday chocolates while supporting our school. 
• Flyers coming next week.  
• Order deadline – Nov 26th, pick up Dec 8th. 
• Link to order - https://fundraising.purdys.com/1771242-108906 

 

REPORTING UPDATES FOR PARENTS 

What’s Changed in Student Reporting? 

As communicated last Spring, the Ministry of Education and Child Care has implemented 
a new Learning Update Policy which defines and provides direction for the ways our 
school will be communicating your child’s learning. The goal of the Learning Updates is 
to provide personalized, descriptive feedback to effectively communicate with students, 
parents, and caregivers about where students are in their learning, the next steps, and 
how families and teachers can work together to support student growth. You can learn 
more in this parent-friendly Ministry publication. Or by visiting: 
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/reporting/resources-for-parents-and-caregivers 

https://fundraising.purdys.com/1771242-108906
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/u0lKymg3xYqH3nAHU3V1wQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRnJbO4P4TzB2h0dHA6Ly90cmFjay5zcGUuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9mL2EvV3FMbE5KTEg4WmlSWkpJVDAtY1BUZ35-L0FBQUFBUUF-
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/1k3dpxSnxVg-GaoBnY7jAQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRnJbO4P4T7Bmh0dHA6Ly90cmFjay5zcGUuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9mL2EvbTM0bmNPUzJEdW1saDJiSElzU2dXUX5-L0FBQUFBUUF-
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/VKdPWQsvJXiho5hc5S1-8A~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRnJbO4P4TvBmh0dHA6Ly90cmFjay5zcGUuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9mL2EvNjFNUkVyNFBGdk1ybFktSXB3U0Y3d35-L0FBQUFBUUF-


Our next IPPG Meeting on Nov 16th will allow Mr. Campbell and Ms. Dixon to highlight 
some of the exciting changes to Learning Updates including: 

• Strength-based descriptive feedback 

• Family-friendly language 

• Areas for future growth and strategies to further learning. 

Additionally, we will be sharing the use of PROFICIENT as the overall goal for students 
in KG – Gr 7; how proficient is not synonymous with perfection and that EXTENDING is 
not “achieved” or demonstrated through the completion of “extra” or “bonus” work. 
Join us on Nov 16th to learn more or click here for full explanations from the BC Ministry 
of Education. Another resource for parents on the revised use of the proficiency scale 

can be found here from CBC.ca 

Full explanations are also available from the BC Ministry of Education in Chinese, and 
Farsi.  

The provincial Reporting Policy mandates that students in Kindergarten through Grade 9 
will be assessed using the 4-point proficiency scale and students in Grade 10 through 
Grade 12 courses will be assessed using letter grades and percentages. Each term, 
students at all levels will be sharing self-reflection and making goals around British 
Columbia’s Core Competencies – Communication Skills, Thinking Skills, and Personal 

and Social Skills.  

Teachers will be communicating and reporting throughout the year in the following 

formats:  

• 3 Formal Written Learning Updates (2 Mid-year Learning Updates, and 1 
Summary of Learning)  

• 2 Informal Learning Updates (ex. Parent-Teacher Conferences, Student-Family-
Teacher Conference, Interim Report)  

The Ministry of Education and Child Care, responsible for creating reporting 
requirements, has provided reporting information for parents and caregivers in the 
following languages: English, French, Chinese (Simplified and Traditional, Tagalog, 

Farsi, Urdu, Punjabi Gurmukhi  

  

ERASE: Family Education Sessions: Establishing Safe, Caring, & Respectful 

Digital Communities – ONLINE SAFETY for Kids & Parents 

ERASE BC is the Expect Respect and A Safe Education branch of the BC Ministry of 
Education. This organization works to create safe schools for students and families.  
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I strongly recommend that Parents/Caregivers/Grandparents and youth aged 10 and up 
consider this online education session as a way to facilitate the conversation of safe and 
caring use of technology at home and in the community.  

This session covers all things digital, from how to be a good digital citizen, the 

criminal consequences of cyberbullying, and how to report and receive support in 

cases of sexting/sextortion. Some of the most prominent concerns currently 
surrounding the use of social media platforms, smartphones, and artificial intelligence 
will be discussed. This will be an important and useful parent guide to supporting your 
child in navigating the online world that lies in front of them and ahead in the future.  

3 Dates are available for online access Nov 8th, Nov 28th and Nov 30th. Times are 

convenient in the evening between 6:30 – 7:30 pm or 7:00 – 8:00 pm. 

All sessions are the same so choose the date that fits your schedule and be sure to 

attend this online learning event. To register click here  

 SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR IS BACK!!  

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to Irwin Park School on Monday November 27 to 
Thursday November 30th. The Book Fair will be open during students' regular library 
blocks for all students to shop. The Book Fair also be open Tuesday afternoon from 

4:00-5:30 pm for a ‘parents only’ shopping time. 

The Scholastic Book Fair is an annual event that motivates children to keep reading, 
which in turn fosters reading and comprehension strategies. The Scholastic Book Fair is 
a major fundraiser for library resources. For every $10 dollars spent at the Fair, up to 
$5 dollars goes back to our school to buy books and educational resources. 

Please consider shopping at our Scholastic Book Fair this year! Read more details about 

our book fair and how the fundraising helps raise readers at Irwin Park by clicking here. 

IRWIN PARK HOT LUNCH: Questions? Reach out to ippac@wvschools.ca  

The IPPG is pleased to announce that the Irwin Park MunchALunch website  is open 
for hot lunch orders now until December 22nd.    

Please email ippac@wvschools.ca with any questions.  

IMPORTANT NOTE: PLEASE SEND CUTLERY AND CHOPSTICKS TO SCHOOL WITH 

YOUR CHILD AS NEEDED.   

November 13th & 14th - Remembrance Day Observance & 
Reading Break  

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/qnksMq6YuLTayOBqHO8IIQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRnJbO4P0RSaHR0cHM6Ly9kcml2ZS5nb29nbGUuY29tL2ZpbGUvZC8xTmhldEhyakJUZi1KMmtsRmZfZnd3Ymg5OVhPUjc1NF8vdmlldz91c3A9c2hhcmluZ1cHc2Nob29sbUIKZUI4gERl27018VIWYWNhbXBiZWxsQHd2c2Nob29scy5jYVgEAAAAAg~~
https://www.scholastic.ca/bookfairs/resources/videos#:~:text=http%3A//scholastic.ca/bookfairs/resources/parents
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H_RCZ3EbHsnODrpBvSYxaC5LzE6pKzYG/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100975193608191588869&rtpof=true&sd=true
mailto:ippac@wvschools.ca
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/OuXWkIBoeMaaXA2lbJzVpw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRnJbO4P4QkCGh0dHA6Ly90cmFjay5zcGUuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9mL2EvTlY5eDVXcTNBZ1RDX1otU1BCVUxRQX5-L0FBQUFBUUF-
mailto:ippac@wvschools.ca


A reminder that our school will be closed on Monday, November 13, for Remembrance 
Day observance, and on Tuesday, November 14th for our District Reading break. Please 
note that other school districts may be open on Tues November 14th. 

Important Dates:  

 Nov 10th Irwin Park Remembrance Day Assembly 

Nov 13th Remembrance Day Holiday – School Not in Session 

Nov 14th  Reading Break – School Not in Session 

Nov 16th IPPG Meeting: 6 PM in the IP Library 

Nov 21 Gr 7 Boys Volleyball Jamboree at Rockridge 

Nov 23 Gr 7 Girls Volleyball Jamboree at Rockridge 

Nov 24 IPPG Movie Night 6 pm   - VOTE NOW for your favourite title 

Nov 27th Irwin Park Scholastic Book Fair Begins! 
Dec 4th Pro D Day (Indigenous Ed Focus) 

COMMUNITY NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

FEEDING FUTURES 
 
As part of the Ministry of Education and Childcare Feeding Futures initiative, the West 
Vancouver School District has established a food security structure to confidentially 
assist students and families.  The West Vancouver School District Food Security Plan will 
help students and families by providing confidential financial support for families facing 
food insecurity. Families are encouraged to reach out directly to their school principal if 
they need support with food-related costs. Please be assured that all requests will be 
addressed with sensitivity, respect and confidentiality.   

Student Learning Updates and Family Portal Access 

Parents will be able to access Student Learning Updates (formally report cards) on the 
MyEd family portal on Dec 15th.  More will be shared on the revised Ministry reporting 
Mandate at the upcoming IPPG Meeting. Parents can also see the notes below and in 
past E Bulletin’s outlining the expected changes to student reporting.  

Family Portal Important Notes: We apologize for any panic that was caused by the 
note from last week’s bulletin to log in as soon as possible to confirm your account. As 
our Learning Update release date approaches (Dec 15th) Ms. Verdicchio will be reaching 
out to all new families to confirm their MyEdBC log in information and confirming parent 
log in details. For families familiar with the MyEdBC log in process from past years, pls 
see the refresher links below.    

• Family Portal Link: https://www.myeducation.gov.bc.ca/aspen/logon.do  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/growbc-feedbc-buybc/feed-bc-and-the-bc-food-hub-network/institutional-partnerships/feed-bc-in-k-12-schools
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Yh2WQaIy0DB4Pv0wlsJbhg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRnJbO4P4S7AWh0dHA6Ly90cmFjay5zcGUuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9mL2EvV0kzWThVaWxMT3N6aThKNEhkaFJ4UX5-L0FBQUFBUUF-L1JnUm5IR1hMUDBUWGFIUjBjRG92TDNSeVlXTnJMbk53WlM1elkyaHZiMnh0WlhOelpXNW5aWEl1WTI5dEwyWXZZUzloV1Mxd1RqZEtVbEJoYlhkM2VuWlhZamhwYld4UmZuNHZRVUZCUVVGUlFYNHZVbWRTYmtoRmRqWlFNRkZ6WVVoU01HTklUVFpNZVRsMFpWZFdhMlJYVG1oa1IyeDJZbWsxYm1JeldYVlpiVTExV1RKRmRsbFlUbmRhVnpSMllrYzVibUl5TkhWYVJ6bFlRak5PYW1GSE9YWmlSekZEUTIxVmRHVm9aemRhVlhCRU1WQmFVMFpYVGpCWlZ6VnRXVmhLYUZGSVpESmpNazV2WWpJNWMyTjVOV3BaVm1kRlFVRkJRVUZuZm41WEIzTmphRzl2YkcxQ0NtVXZTekk3WmZlakplNVNGbUZqWVcxd1ltVnNiRUIzZG5OamFHOXZiSE11WTJGWUJBQUFBQUl-VwdzY2hvb2xtQgplQjiARGXbvTXxUhZhY2FtcGJlbGxAd3ZzY2hvb2xzLmNhWAQAAAAC


o Portal Help page: https://westvancouverschools.ca/family-
portal/#1582137227642-38c8a1cb-8ca3 

o Video instructions (4 min) 

o Logging-In Quick Guide    

• Username/Password/Password Recovery – Please record your username and 
password.  Furthermore, confirm you have set up your ‘password recovery’ 
function to allow you to reset your own password.   New: See below (#3) for 
the option to sign in using your BC service card. 

• If you need support with your family portal account, please email us at 
wvssportalhelp@wvschools.ca.  

MyEd: Parent Student Login - BC Services card Login Option 

There is now a new option for MyEd Logins.  This change will give parents and students 
the option to login to their MyEd accounts using their BC Services Card. The hope is 
that this will remove the need for updating or resetting forgotten passwords for those 
who choose this option. Please note that this is not available for staff who are also 
parents.   Please see these attachments for more information: BC Service Card Login 
Parents     and BC Service Card Login Students  

WV Memorial Library Update:  

Here is the link to this month's West Vancouver Memorial Library newsletter  

Lots of cool things going on for students and families, check out the author videos 

coming up and seasonal activities for kids!   

Neurodivergent Mental Health Session for Families –  

 November 16th from 7pm – 9pm Online.  

Register HERE  - Evidence-based practical parenting strategies will be shared to help 
support anxious children and youth with neurodivergent needs.  

Parenting Strategies for Supporting Anxious Youth with Neurodivergent Needs Tickets, 
Thu, 16 Nov 2023 at 7:00 PM | Eventbrite 

Fall Programs at West Vancouver Community Centre & Gleneagles Community 
Centre 

Click here to view the programs and activities available 

Want to learn languages, science, Lego, chess…, visit 
https://westvancouver.ca/learning 
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Live! Music Series, Thursday, October 19, 4-5pm, Free 

Come enjoy the musical hour with Gergana Velinova Jazz Trio in the Atrium  

Event info 

Are you new in West Vancouver? Come, discover and join us: 
https://westvancouver.ca/newcomers 

Family Smart Workshop Series and Information Sessions 

The following events are being offered to families and community members. Please see the 
attachments below for all the details:   

• FamilySmart Monthly Online Events - Fall Series 2023.pdf  

• FamilySmart Workshop Open House for Professionals Fall 2023.pdf   

Parent Reminders  

Dealing with Student Conflict at School: IMPORTANT 

I wanted to take this time to remind parents of the importance of ensuring that all 
students at Irwin Park are treated with respect and care when an enduring conflict 
arises between students.  

Conflict between students in a school community, while not desirable,  is inevitable and 

expected.  

While conflict can be uncomfortable and emotional…conflict can also be an 
opportunity for equal partners in the situation to learn how to solve problems 
respectfully. This will only happen by first modeling a calm and measured approach 
with your child and working to listen objectively, without judgment. 

When you are faced with a story that is brought home by your child about a conflict, or 
series of conflicts between your child and another, it is natural as a parent to feel 
defensive, or to seek an immediate resolution. However, I encourage parents to work 
with their child to brainstorm potential strategies or ideas to help your child meet the 
challenge of the current situation. Coach your child to be resilient;  remain calm and try 
to be solution-oriented, working to model a measured and thoughtful approach, so as 
not to unnecessarily elevate your child even further over the matter.  I encourage 
parents to listen patiently, gather context and information, and if necessary, seek 

clarity through your child’s classroom teacher who can call upon the principal for 

support and intervention if necessary.  
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At Irwin Park, we ask parents to ensure that if they are unable to coach and help their 
child solve the difficulties that they are experiencing, they reach out first to their 

child’s teacher. Your child’s teacher has the best insight, and objective approach, to 
exploring and unpacking what is taking place and identifying who the other student(s) 

are that may be involved or be responsible.  

It is not appropriate or acceptable for adults/parents who are unfamiliar with students 
at our school to approach or discipline those students that their own child may be 
having trouble or conflict with. This can be very upsetting, even traumatic for a child, 
regardless of their age or grade.  

We encourage all parents to exercise patience, perspective, and compassion in the 
event of a conflict in their child’s life.  Seek counsel with a member of our school staff if 
you are in doubt or have questions. At Irwin Park Elementary School our focus and 
priority is student well-being. Our team also recognizes that all children, regardless of 
their age or grade, are learning to be the best citizens and classmates that they can be. 
We all need to be sensitive to a child’s individual needs and their context. A traditional 
saying states that ‘…it takes a village’;  each member of our community has an 
important role in this journey. Thank you for your continued support and 
understanding. 

**Pls note that a slide deck was presented at our Inside Irwin Park event on Sept 28th 
that addressed the issue of Student Conflict. Those slides can be found here on Slides 
16-22.  
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