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A Weekly Update of School Information for Parents
and Guardians at Irwin Park

Friday, Nov 24th, 2023
CHECK OUT WHAT'S GOING ON @ OUR SCHOOL ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Twitter: @IrwinParkSchool

Instagram: @irwin park elementary

Important Dates:

Nov 24 IPPG Movie Night 5:30 pm

Nov 27t Irwin Park Scholastic Book Fair Begins!

Nov 30t Irwin Park After School Activities Open for Registration — NEXT E
BULLETIN

Dec 1¢t IRWIN PARK SPIRIT DAY: Wear your IP PANTHER SPIRIT
WEAR!

Dec 4th Monday Pro D Day (Indigenous Ed Focus) — School not in
session

Dec 13th Winter Concert @ IP 5:00 pm K-3 and IP Bands and Intermediate
Choir

Dec 15t Term One Learning Updates released online

Dec 15t Santa’s Workshop in the IP GYM

Dec 22" Last Day of School Before Winter Break: 12:00 noon Dismissal!
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Principal’s Message

Last week’s IPPG Meeting was well attended, and parents heard from Principal of
Instruction, Michelle Labounty, who shared more information from the Ministry of
Education Reporting Mandate In addition, the IPPG Budget for 2023-24 was approved
while Ms. Kirsten Dixon, Vice Principal and Div 7 teacher was able to introduce
herself and share her background with the attendees. Thank you to all of the parents
who were in attendance and especially our hard-working IPPG Executive Members who
brought our group together.

This week our Gr 7 Boys and Girls Volleyball Teams competed at the District
Tournament this week and performed brilliantly. Both teams experienced a mix of highs
and lows while riding a competitive rollercoaster of emotion. In the end, both teams
finished on the edge a top-three placement, playing hard showing a lot of resilience and
determination after watching their grip on a championship slip away with some early
tournament losses. Regardless, both teams finished on a high, proud of their
accomplishments. You can check out more action on our Instagram account.

Our Irwin Park Spirit Wear has finally arrived, and we saw several students and staff
wearing their new t-shirts, hats and hoodies with Panther P.R.I.D.E. Thank you to all of
the families who supported the school by making a purchase so that they can wear
their Panther P.R.I.D.E. their sleeve. Next Friday 1, we will be inviting all students and
staff, parents and siblings to join us in a PANTHER PRIDE SPIRIT DAY...wearing
their new or old spirit wear to school together. Join us next Friday !

Information in this E-Bulletin includes several updates for families:

IP Scholastic Book Fair: Nov 27-Dec 1!

Purdy’s Chocolate IPPG Fundraiser — Last Chance to Order

Santa’s Workshop: Dec 15 — donations are being accepted now!
Ministry Reporting Update: Proficient vs Extending

ERASE: Online Safety Parent Education Opportunity Important Dates
After School Extra Curricular Opportunities

o Uk wNeE

IRWIN PARK SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR: Nov 27th — Nov 30th

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to Irwin Park School on Monday, November 27, Tuesday,
November 28, and Thursday, November 30th. Your child will be purchasing books during their
library time on Monday, Tuesday or Thursday to shop for books. The Book Fair will also be
open Tuesday afternoon from 4:00-5:30 pm for a ‘parents only’ shopping time. Uncertain as to
what day your child has their library block? Reach out to your child’s teacher to find out.
Parents are encouraged to have a conversation with their children as to their spending choices
before visiting the fair.

This is an annual event that motivates children to keep reading, which in turn fosters reading
and comprehension strategies. The Scholastic Book Fair is a major fundraiser for library
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resources. For every $10 dollars spent at the Fair, up to $5 dollars goes back to our school to
help purchase books and educational resources. Please see the following message from our
school librarian, Ms. Gratton:

Irwin Park School Book Fair - Parent Letter

Families can also shop online at the Scholastic Book Fair Virtual link - please note this link will
only be active during the dates of the Fair. Parents can also shop at Irwin Park School during a
special Parents-Only session on Tuesday, Nov 28 from 4:30-6:00 pm. Families are invited to do
their holiday shopping at the Book fair! Click here for more information. For more information
please reach out to our teacher librarian Mrs. Gratton.

Santa’s Workshop is Coming! Fri Dec 15" - New and 'Like New'
Gift Donations Needed!

It's one of the most loved traditions at IP and the IPPG is thrilled to bring this back for the
students. Santa’s Workshop needs donations of new or 'like new items' that will be offered for
sale to students at a discounted price to give as gifts to their family.

Remember all that Amazon impulse buying that you never really got around to using? Do you
have items that no longer bring you joy? Are your cupboards overflowing and making you feel
overwhelmed? We can help! Donations for Santa's Workshop are being collected now,
and through to December 14, in the boxes that have been placed at the front
entrance outside the office. New and gently used items only please - no broken, worn
out, dirty or tired goods. Thank you for your generosity and supporting your IPPG and
making our students’ holiday shopping a little easier!

HOW DOES SANTA’'S WORKSHOP WORK??

Kids in each grade, most especially our primary classes, will be invited to the gym on Dec 15%
to have the opportunity to make discounted purchases of gift items that are donated by our
community. It's not only a great environmental choice (REUSE/REDUCE/RECYCLE) but it will
mean some special gifts under the tree. The event even provides wrapping services for our
students’ purchases!

Gr 6/7 LEADERSHIP TEAM: WINTER CLOTHING DRIVE

Our Gr 6/7 Leadership Team is asking for donations of warm winter clothing to support those
families on the North Shore in need. All donations will be directed towards North Shore
Family Services. Any extra or outgrown items like jackets, mittens, touques, sweaters or
socks are appreciated. Please place your donations in the marked boxes at the front left of the
school foyer. Your generosity is appreciated.

WINTER CONCERT AT IRWIN PARK: WED DEC 13t 5:00 pm —
Save the Date!
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Ms. King and her students have been working hard over the first term and are keen to share
their progress with our community. We will be hosting a Winter Concert on Wed Dec 13",
This early evening event which starts at 5:00 pm will involve our Gr 7 Concert Band,
Gr 6 Beginning Band and our Intermediate Choir, who will be showcasing their talents
and raising holiday cheer. In addition, we will have class performances from our Grades K-

3 classes as they tell a tale based on the Jack Exzra Keats story, “Snowy Day”. We look
forward to welcoming our community into the gym and will be asking guests to bring a non-
perishable food item to donate to the Harvest Food Project.

More details will be provided in the coming week however we want to inform families that due
to fire regulations, we will be limiting families to 2 tickets each initially. Thank you for your
understanding in this regard.

PURDY’S CHOCOLATE IPPG FUNDRAISER IS BACK! DEADLINE
SUN NOV 28!

e Get your holiday chocolates while supporting our school. This is a terrific IPPG
Fundraiser but also allows parents to work their way down their gift buying list!

o Thanks for your support — 25% of all sales come directly back to the Irwin
Park Parent Group to sponsor programs and other benefits for Irwin Park
students!

o We have set a lofty target of $7,000 in sales and are almost halfway there. It really
adds up, so please keep those orders coming in. Flyers were distributed to families
this past week.

e Link here - https://fundraising.purdys.com/1771242-108906; Simply enter
your email if you have ordered in the past or create a new account if this is your first
time ordering through our fundraiser.

e Please email sydsmith99@hotmail.com with any questions our IPPG Volunteer on this
project. Thanks Sydney!

Purdy’s Order Deadline — Nov 26", pick up Dec 8t".

e Link to order - https://fundraising.purdys.com/1771242-108906

REPORTING UPDATES FOR PARENTS: Term 1 Learning Updates
Go Home DEC 15!

What’s Changed in Student Reporting?

As communicated last Spring, the Ministry of Education and Child Care has implemented
a new Learning Update Policy which defines and provides direction for the ways our
school will be communicating your child’s learning. The goal of the Learning Updates is
to provide personalized, descriptive feedback to effectively communicate with students,
parents, and caregivers about where students are in their learning, the next steps, and
how families and teachers can work together to support student growth. You can learn
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more in this parent-friendly Ministry publication. Or by visiting:
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/reporting/resources-for-parents-and-caregivers

Our recent IPPG Meeting on Nov 16t will highlighted some of the exciting changes to
Learning Updates including:

« Strength-based descriptive feedback
« Family-friendly language
« Areas for future growth and strategies to further learning.

Additionally, we will be sharing the use of PROFICIENT as the overall goal for students
in KG — Gr 7; how proficient is not synonymous with perfection and that EXTENDING is
not “achieved” or demonstrated through the completion of “extra” or “bonus” work. In
order for a student to be assessed as EXTENDING in an area of proficiency, their work
needs to demonstrate a level of “sophistication, creativity, depth” that is not typical of
students at their level. While these shifts may be complex, the research and rationale
provided by the Ministry of Education is revealing. Please consider unpacking the
information at the links above and if you have questions please contact your child’s
teacher or the principal.

Another resource for parents on the revised use of the proficiency scale can be found
here from CBC.ca.

Full explanations are also available from the BC Ministry of Education in Chinese, and
Farsi.

The provincial Reporting Policy mandates that students in Kindergarten through Grade 9
will be assessed using the 4-point proficiency scale and students in Grade 10 through
Grade 12 courses will be assessed using letter grades and percentages. Each term,
students at all levels will be sharing self-reflection and making goals around British
Columbia’s Core Competencies — Communication Skills, Thinking Skills, and Personal
and Social Skills.

Teachers will be communicating and reporting throughout the year in the following
formats:

« 3 Formal Written Learning Updates (2 Mid-year Learning Updates, and 1
Summary of Learning)

» 2 Informal Learning Updates (ex. Parent-Teacher Conferences, Student-Family-
Teacher Conference, Interim Report)

The Ministry of Education and Child Care, responsible for creating reporting
requirements, has provided reporting information for parents and caregivers in the
following languages: English, French, Chinese (Simplified and Traditional, Tagalog,
Farsi, Urdu, Punjabi Gurmukhi
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ERASE: Family Education Sessions: Establishing Safe, Caring, & Respectful
Digital Communities — ONLINE SAFETY for Kids & Parents

ERASE BC is the Expect Respect and A Safe Education branch of the BC Ministry of
Education. This organization works to create safe schools for students and families.

I strongly recommend that Parents/Caregivers/Grandparents and youth aged 10 and up
consider this online education session as a way to facilitate the conversation of safe and
caring use of technology at home and in the community.

This session covers all things digital, from how to be a good digital citizen, the
criminal consequences of cyberbullying, and how to report and receive support in
cases of sexting/sextortion. Some of the most prominent concerns currently
surrounding the use of social media platforms, smartphones, and artificial intelligence
will be discussed. This will be an important and useful parent guide to supporting your
child in navigating the online world that lies in front of them and ahead in the future.

2 Dates are left for online access on Nov 28™ and Nov 30t. Times are convenient in the
evening between 6:30 — 7:30 pm or 7:00 — 8:00 pm.

All sessions are the same so choose the date that fits your schedule and be sure to
attend this online learning event. To register click here

IRWIN PARK HOT LUNCH: Questions? Reach out to ippac@wvschools.ca

The IPPG is pleased to announce that the Irwin Park MunchALunch website is open
for hot lunch orders now until December 22nd.

Please email ippac@wvschools.ca with any questions.

IMPORTANT NOTE: PLEASE SEND CUTLERY AND CHOPSTICKS TO SCHOOL WITH
YOUR CHILD AS NEEDED.

COMMUNITY NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES
Hollyburn Family Services

Hollyburn Family Services is offering “The Incredible Years” for parents of children aged

2-7. The program will focus on strengthening parenting competencies and fostering
parent involvement with their children.

When: Wednesday evenings, January 10 to April 17, 2024 (Note: the program will run during
Spring Break, March 18, 2024 to April 1, 2024)

Time: 6:15-8:15pm
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Where: Online through Zoom

Cost: Free

Eligibility: Residents of the North Shore with children aged 2-7 years old.
Registration: for more info or to be added to the waitlist, please contact Marlae

Vermeer (Family Counsellor, Hollyburn Family Services): mvermeer@hollyburn.ca

FEEDING FUTURES

As part of the Ministry of Education and Childcare Feeding Futures initiative, the West
Vancouver School District has established a food security structure to confidentially
assist students and families. The West Vancouver School District Food Security Plan will
help students and families by providing confidential financial support for families facing
food insecurity. Families are encouraged to reach out directly to their school principal if
they need support with food-related costs. Please be assured that all requests will be
addressed with sensitivity, respect, and confidentiality.

Student Learning Updates and Family Portal Access

Parents will be able to access Student Learning Updates (formally report cards) on the
MyEd family portal on Dec 15th. More will be shared on the revised Ministry reporting
Mandate at the upcoming IPPG Meeting. Parents can also see the notes below and in
past E Bulletins outlining the expected changes to student reporting.

Family Portal Important Notes: We apologize for any panic that was caused by the
note from last week'’s bulletin to log in as soon as possible to confirm your account. As
our Learning Update release date approaches (Dec 15%) Ms. Verdicchio will be reaching
out to all new families to confirm their MyEdBC log in information and confirming parent
log in details. For families familiar with the MyEdBC log in process from past years, pls
see the refresher links below.

« Family Portal Link: https://www.myeducation.gov.bc.ca/aspen/logon.do
o Portal Help page: https://westvancouverschools.ca/family-
portal/#1582137227642-38c8alcb-8ca3
o Video instructions (4 min)
Logging-In Quick Guide

« Username/Password/Password Recovery — Please record your username and
password. Furthermore, confirm you have set up your ‘password recovery’
function to allow you to reset your own password. New: See below (#3) for
the option to sign in using your BC service card.
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« If you need support with your family portal account, please email us at
wvssportalhelp@wvschools.ca.

MyEd: Parent Student Login - BC Services card Login Option

There is now a new option for MyEd Logins. This change will give parents and students
the option to login to their MyEd accounts using their BC Services Card. The hope is
that this will remove the need for updating or resetting forgotten passwords for those
who choose this option. Please note that this is not available for staff who are also
parents. Please see these attachments for more information: BC Service Card Login
Parents  and BC Service Card Login Students

Family Smart Workshop Series and Information Sessions

The following events are being offered to families and community members. Please see the
attachments below for all the details:

e FamilySmart Monthly Online Events - Fall Series 2023.pdf
e FamilySmart Workshop Open House for Professionals Fall 2023.pdf

Rec Centre Happenings:

Winter Break camp registrations are now open:
https://westvancouver.ca/parks-recreation/recreation-programs-services/recreation-
activities/camps

Browse your recreation activities and programs here:
https://westvancouver.ca/parks-recreation/recreation-programs-services/recreation-activities

Are you new in West Vancouver? Come, discover and join us:
https://westvancouver.ca/newcomers
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