

SENTINEL PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING




Held on Wednesday October 9, 2019
Library Mezzanine
1250 Chartwell Drive

West Vancouver, BC V7S 2R2


COUNCIL IN ATTENDANCE:
Charlotte Wei
     Chair
                                               Cathy Yeung                     Vice Chair


Effie Gomulia

Treasurer

                                               Arbao Wong                      Secretary                     

PRESENT:
Lisa Luo, Daniela Tolemann, Silvina Moscato, Shabnam Shahkarami, Shabnam Taheri, Arghy Nia, Apple Wu, Nima Sheikhy, Erdong Li, Linshu Shang, Jing Zhao, Tricia Jarvis

Meeting was called to order at 9:03 am.

Meeting Agenda

1) Opening Remarks – Charlotte (1 minute)

2) Approval of agenda and September minutes – All (1 minute)
3) Principal Report – Mr. Finch (25 minutes)
4) Portable Computer Lab Project Updates – Cathy and Effie (10 minutes)

5) Wishlist Updates – Arghy (5 minutes)
6) DPAC Rep Report – Cathy (5 minutes)
7) Parent-Teacher Conference Dinner – Charlotte (3 minutes)
8) Miscellaneous matters and Free Discussion (10 minutes)
1) Approval of agenda and September minutes – moved first by Daniela and second by Shabnam.
2) Principal’s Report
A. Thanks to PAC for sponsoring and providing treats for the parent walkabout evening.  It was a successful evening with lots of parents in attendance.

B. FIT - The graduation piece was held last Wednesday during FIT time. FIT will prove to be a positive thing to help students arrange their own stuff during the 32 minutes period of time, although we have new things to get through. We’re working with the  staff to make clarity of the arrangement details such as signup sheet and where the students should be. Meanwhile, we strongly suggest the kids have not only plan A, but also plan B and C. In case the places they intend to stay for FIT are not available, they should have somewhere else to go. We encourage parents to have conversations with kids to talk about what to do during their FIT time, such as work laid behind or tests to prepare.
C. Tomorrow is our Collab day and all grades will attend to hear about how the Dominican Republic Trip will help people live differently. Grade 10s will have SafeTeen for their Collab day in November.
D. We suggest parents to have better communications to support the kids since this is a crazy time for them with lots of things happening at school:

PSAT test on October 16th; Post-Secondary Institution Day from 8:45am to 12am on October 23rd for Grade 11s and 12s; The Numeracy & Literacy Assessments from November 4th to 12th; Parent Teacher Conferences on Thursday, November 7th; Remembrance Day Assemblies on November 8th; Remembrance Day holiday on November 11th.
3) Regarding the PAC Portable Computer Lab Fundraiser Campaign, we will now use cash online only to accept donations. All donations will receive Tax Receipts emailed to you upon your payment. A detailed instruction on how to use cash online to make donations will be sent out via E-Bulletin.
4) Wishlist is a unique thing at Sentinel and it helps a lot with non-curriculum-based purchases for staff, student clubs and some other improvements on school facilities. The money of Wishlist mainly comes from BC gaming grant and the $25/student PAC levy, as well as the Multi-Culture Lunch, our PAC’s main fund-raising event. 
The school will send out forms to all the staff and the Wishlist committee will then review all requests. We take into consideration several factors when allocating funds, including how many students will benefit from the item and how purchasing the item will assist the curriculum. We will need the receipts by specific time. 
5) DPAC minutes will be posted on our school website for review. The highlights are:
A. SLACK APP to be used by DPAC members of WVSD;

B. Website training on Oct 29th;

C. Board meeting at 7pm on Oct 15th; 
D. 5:30pm Treasurers’ meeting on Oct 22nd; 
E. DPAC meeting on November 6th at Inglewood Learning centre.
6) The Parent Teacher Conference will happen on November 7th this year. As a Sentinel tradition, Grade 8 and Grade 10 parents will provide dinner for the teachers that evening. PAC will use set up Perfect Potluck account for volunteering parents to signup by the end of October. Please click at the link to sign up and help out when you receive relevant emails.
7) We need one or two junior parents to join our Scholarship Committee, sitting in the meetings with staff to work on papers and sign up application forms to help the scholarship process. 

8) The budget proposal has been posted on our Website for all parents to review and comment, the only changes to be made for now is whether we add $500 more to the existing $2,000 as our SafeTeen budget line or we approve some fund from the our Wishlist budget to support the school and maintain $2000 in the budget. We need further discussion before the final budget is approved at November PAC meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 09:57 am.


