SENTINEL PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Wednesday October 10, 2018

Room across office

1250 Chartwell Drive

West Vancouver, BC V7S 2R2

COUNCIL IN ATTENDANCE:
Charlotte Wei


Chair


Shabnam Shahkarami


Vice Chair

GUEST:
Mike Finch


Principal

PRESENT:



Arghy Nia, Sunny Sun, Shabnam Taheri, Shahrzad Najafi, Theresa Hemsing,  Hollise Brown, Farzaneh Davoodi, Amee Manges,  Savba Lalji and Deanna Bracewell

Meeting was called to order at 9:03 am.

Meeting Agenda

Approval of agenda

Approval of September minutes

Principal Report

Wish list 2018-2019

DPAC report

Upcoming events

Miscellaneous matters

Approval of agenda – approved by Theresa and seconded by Arghy.

Approval of September Minutes – approved by Theresa and seconded by Arghy

Principal’s Report

Meet the Teacher Night –Thanks to all volunteer parents and PAC for sponsoring and providing treats during the evening.  It was a successful evening with approximately 150 parents in attendance.

School Trustee Meet the Candidate Night – tonight – Wednesday October 10th at Kay Meek Theatre.  To find out more information about the candidates and voting, go to  HYPERLINK "https://election.westvancouver.ca/" https://election.westvancouver.ca/
Electronic Report cards – Sentinel will start sending report cards electronically for Interim reports as well as first and second term report cards. Parents will receive an email with a link that would require a login user name and password, and it will give them access to report cards of their children. Dave Moroz is in charge of implementing this and there will be more information provided within the next month.   This system has been in place in North Vancouver for over 1 and half year and has rolled out at West Vancouver Secondary School since last year.

For third semester, however, there will be paper report cards and students can pick them up after returning any and all textbooks, library books and paying any outstanding fees payable to school.

Report Cards for Grades K-9 – According to Ministry’s guidelines, Kindergarten to Grade 9 students will not receive percentages on their report cards.  They will only be receiving letter grades along teachers comments.

Reminder – Policy, Procedure and Permission Forms – please remember to fill in all forms.  It will only take 5 minutes.  If forms are not filled by end of October, your child will temporarily get disrupted connectivity to network at school.

School Planning Council – an update: Based on value symbols of Sentinel – GUARDS – some of the students are participating in a presentation at School Board next Tuesday night.  There will be a meeting about this next Tuesday morning between 8:15am-9:45am during our collab time – room 323.

Students have started to advocate for what like to see at school, a culture that is created around the school and represented well.  There is a link on school website with more information, including pictures of the students’ artworks submitted for competition last year. This year there are talks of creative writing competition and possible TED talks.

PAC awarded $500 in scholarship to an outstanding candidate last year for GUARDS.  This year, same scholarship will be in place and awarded.

Wish List  Forms - was submitted to all teachers to fill in and submit by Thursday October 18th. And Thank you for PAC’s support as always. For more information, see below.

For upcoming school events and big dates – please check school website.  Also all dates are sent via email in School News Bulletins.

Out of District Students – Applications submitted before January 31st will guarantee a spot to students.  If you apply after January 31st, there will be less chance of getting in.  There will always be limited spots for students in catchment who register late in summer of school year.  We currently stand at 1283 students enrolled at school.

We will have similar change as previous years, specially accommodating students into Academy/Pursuit programs of their choice.

Wish List 2018-2019:

Arghy Nia: Most of PAC money comes from $20/student provided by BC Gaming, $25/student which is a PAC levy, and the fundraising from Multicultural lunch.  Wish List forms are provided to teachers to support them and students in Non-curriculum purchases.  These purchases can include anything from 3D printers to changing flooring in Weight Rooms at school, or buying more art supplies for the classes.   

The Wish List committee will review all requests and take into consideration several factors when allocating these funds including how many students the item will benefit, the associated cost, as well as trying to keep a balance between athletics and arts and how purchasing the item will assist a curriculum.  The Wish List committee also checks with our Principal to make sure the purchases are non-curriculum based. 

The deadline for submitting forms this year is October 18th 2018.  

DPAC report:

Sunny Sun is Sentinel’s DPAC representative.  She provided parents with brief information about DPAC’s meeting including Gaming Grants, purchase of a new Canoe by district in support of indigenous studies in West Vancouver, as well as Voting and Elections held on October 20th, 2018.  For more information, please click on the following link: https://www.westvancouverschools.ca/dpac/wp-content/uploads/sites/28/2018/10/2018-Oct-03-DPAC-GM-Minutes.pdf

Upcoming events:

Parent Teacher interviews – November 8th.  School will provide more information by end of October.  This year parent teacher interviews will be limited to 3 teachers. Teachers can be approached separately if their interview times are all booked.

Grade 8 and Grade 10 parents usually provide refreshments for teachers on this day.  The teachers will be conducting interviews in the afternoon until 3:30 and again from 5pmonwards.  The refreshments will help teachers take a break and stay at school during that time period for that day.  PAC will send out a PotLuck sign up sheet by end of October – refereshments needed for 40-50 staff.  Please look for the link to sign up and help out.

Next PAC meeting – November 14th, 2018.  We will further discuss Christmas bake sale and decoration.  Nola Weiss usually runs this event and as this will be her last year, she is asking for help from one or two new parents who can take the role after she leaves.  If you are interested, please contact her at  HYPERLINK "mailto:nola.weiss@shaw.ca" nola.weiss@shaw.ca
Miscellaneous

Marijuana Legalization:  To buy, possess or use Cannabis in B.C., you must be 19 or older.  Although as of October 17th, 2018, Cannabis Act will be in effect, there is zero tolerance for use and possession of Cannabis, similar to any other drug or alcohol at school and on school grounds.  For more information visit  HYPERLINK "http://www.Canada.ca/Cannabis" www.Canada.ca/Cannabis, or  HYPERLINK "http://www.GetCannabisClarity.ca" www.GetCannabisClarity.ca  or call 1-800- O CANADA

PAC will be in touch with school councillors to check for possibility of an information session held at school.  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:08 am.

The next meeting will be held on November 14th, 2018 at 9 am.
