ORANGE SHIRT DAY

On Tuesday, BICS will recognize Orange Shirt Day and
honour the children and families affected by residential
schools.

Each student will receive a feather to colour orange.
Students may also write their name or a significant word in
their feather. In the afternoon, each class will add their
feathers to our display in the undercover areq, creating a
set of giant wings.

The feather is a symbol of voice, identity, and connection. It
reminds us that every child is seen, heard, and valued, and
that every child is a gift to our community.

We also encourage families to take some time on
Wednesday, September 30, the National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation, to learn, reflect, and recognize the ongoing
importance of this day in their own way. Families may wish
to explore Indigenous stories, listen to a Survivor's story,
learn about the history of residential schools, or take time

together to reflect on what Truth and Reconciliation means.

Together, we can continue to learn, listen, and walk forward
with respect and care. (oHILD
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National Day for

TRUTH AND
RECONCILIATION

SEPTEMBER 30

UPCOMING DATES

October 9"
 Bowen Island Fire Rescue Prevention
Presentations for all grades
4
October 12" 4 , v
« Thanksgiving Holiday (Schoolnot i__[xs,.essior@%
October 15*"
e BC ShakeOut

' October 20"

e Volleyball game #1 3:30 PM

October 21

¢ Division 1 Community Service 9 Follow us on

Instugrum for more
October 23™ highlights! of
@bics_45

 ProD Day (School not in Session) . o



https://www.instagram.com/bics_45/

BUS TRANSPORTATION

Transportation services for each eligible student in
your household must be requested every year, by
submitting anonline student transportation request
formfor each student. a0s

If you are a new registrant or have
recently moved, please submit a
request form for each student as

Sign up Here

soon as possible.

SMS TEXT MESSAGING

For parents/guardians who would like to be notified
of a school emergency such as power outages,
severe weather or safety alerts via SMS - Please text
a “Y” or “Yes” to 978338 to ensure you are on the list.
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FEEDING FUTURES

As part of the Ministry of Education and

Childcare Feeding Futures initiative, the West Vancouver
School District has established a food security structure
to confidentially assiststudents and families. The West
Vancouver School District Food Security Plan willhelp
students and families by providing confidential
financial support for families facing food insecurity.
Families are encouraged to reach out directly to their
school principal or to feedingfutures@wvschools.caif
they need support with food-related costs. Please be
assured that all requests will be addressed with

sensitivity, respect, and confidentiality.



http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/6p4K7l2g3mXoqtrNc0PSlA~~/AAAAARA~/yOjZoaL_tfGXUsgfxqDRP_W8qTZ9TR-5dV7BiH9jJuvGC-bEsGOnbS56Wp1haMgGSy50OH5K5erresbN3M6B07r-3Yk9V0HQFDfwCnfWfW3EEx94bNsjDhisL8L3FqP8WKswa5KWc7FkYswIi-wh3wDF8SCNNDs-ZEsJHVQftklo73QMQLqUOhl5dpvq9ujUhYbE-EpVaCNgLQ0TrAe9y7D1twSxUJRLsl6_Sefkg5_CGriXb5EVMEd54kBi8bnFiMMH_AFAaFTqUhKhhX0K9u_Esf8fi9JlzXNGIiAifLI2fTm-RZZojQvfNSm4TVGD4ipLE8qH36824tB3sG7wALBYWM7TF-rX92OhGMWUD2_3D0vWumza-vIMY3Psp3-O
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/6p4K7l2g3mXoqtrNc0PSlA~~/AAAAARA~/yOjZoaL_tfGXUsgfxqDRP_W8qTZ9TR-5dV7BiH9jJuvGC-bEsGOnbS56Wp1haMgGSy50OH5K5erresbN3M6B07r-3Yk9V0HQFDfwCnfWfW3EEx94bNsjDhisL8L3FqP8WKswa5KWc7FkYswIi-wh3wDF8SCNNDs-ZEsJHVQftklo73QMQLqUOhl5dpvq9ujUhYbE-EpVaCNgLQ0TrAe9y7D1twSxUJRLsl6_Sefkg5_CGriXb5EVMEd54kBi8bnFiMMH_AFAaFTqUhKhhX0K9u_Esf8fi9JlzXNGIiAifLI2fTm-RZZojQvfNSm4TVGD4ipLE8qH36824tB3sG7wALBYWM7TF-rX92OhGMWUD2_3D0vWumza-vIMY3Psp3-O
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/6p4K7l2g3mXoqtrNc0PSlA~~/AAAAARA~/yOjZoaL_tfGXUsgfxqDRP_W8qTZ9TR-5dV7BiH9jJuvGC-bEsGOnbS56Wp1haMgGSy50OH5K5erresbN3M6B07r-3Yk9V0HQFDfwCnfWfW3EEx94bNsjDhisL8L3FqP8WKswa5KWc7FkYswIi-wh3wDF8SCNNDs-ZEsJHVQftklo73QMQLqUOhl5dpvq9ujUhYbE-EpVaCNgLQ0TrAe9y7D1twSxUJRLsl6_Sefkg5_CGriXb5EVMEd54kBi8bnFiMMH_AFAaFTqUhKhhX0K9u_Esf8fi9JlzXNGIiAifLI2fTm-RZZojQvfNSm4TVGD4ipLE8qH36824tB3sG7wALBYWM7TF-rX92OhGMWUD2_3D0vWumza-vIMY3Psp3-O
https://schools.terryfox.ca/138489
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/program-management/feeding-futures
mailto:feedingfutures@wvschools.ca
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HOT LUNCH VOLUNTEERS

HOT LUNCH VOLUNTEER SIGN UP: VOLUNTEER LINK

How Does Hot Lunch Run? Entirely through parent,
grandparent, caregiver and community volunteers.
& Without volunteers, Hot Lunch cannot run.

A huge thank you to all of our volunteers last year! We served
26 Hot Lunch Fridays, with one cancelled due to a lack of
volunteers. That is 2,476 lunch meals served!! Your support
makes this program possible, and we are grateful for the time
and energy you contribute to our school community.

How You Can Help? Pitch in or Chip in!

Pitch in: Please consider signing up for one short volunteer

shift this term (~2 hours). Many hands make light work, and
it's a great way to connect with other BICS families. HOT
LUNCH VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP: VOLUNTEER LINK

NEW!: Chip In: We heard from feedback last year that some
parents/caregivers are not able to give time and would rather
donate. We hear you: work schedules, commuting, all the
activities - the week is full up! On the new MunchalLunch
website, you will see an option to donate in place of
volunteering. This is a voluntary donation at a denomination
of your choosing.

Thank you for supporting Hot Lunch
and our BICS community!
BICS PAC

3 BICS PAC ANNUAL HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR

Sunday, December 6, 2026
10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Bowen Island Community School Gym
1041 Mount Gardner Road
With one-of-a-kind handmade products, holiday shopping,
and fun for all ages, this is a wonderful opportunity to

connect with the Bowen Island community and showcase
your work.
VENDOR APPLICATIONS
Application Link: CLICK HERE


https://forms.gle/c42FJy2jjrpMWDgv7
https://signup.com/go/qfmtpRr
https://signup.com/go/qfmtpRr
https://munchalunch.com/

ADAPTIVE SOCCER
PROGRAM FOR
NEURODIVERSE
PLAYERS

FORMERLY NORTH SHORE
MULTICULTURAL SOCIETY

@ Impact

NOR‘I’H SHORE

Settlement Workers in Schools
(SWIS)

Support for you and your family as you
navigate the Canadian school system

CHECK OUTTHE
OPCOMING WORKSHOPS
& EVENTS! -

SWIS hosts a variety of workshops for newcomers and community events. Our
newcomer workshops explore topics such as Canadian culture and systems,
employment options, English language, parenting, health and so much more. Our

community events explore themes of immigrant inclusion, belonging, and anti-racism.

ment-workers-in-sch

https:/fimpactnorthshore.cafimmigrant-service-centr
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Know the rules. Ride

@ ILLEGAL
E-DIRT BIKES

Designed for off-road use

Throttle operated

Higher power output
(typically over 500W)

Mot equipped with pedals

Not allowed on roads, bike lanes,
paths or public lands

responsibly. Keep Bowen Island safe.

& LEGAL
E-BIKES

* Equipped with pedals

* Electric assist only (no throttle only
mode)

« Motor power limited to S00W
(continuous)

* Max assisted speed of 32 km/h

E-SCOOTERS

Motorized stand-up scooters
Throttle operated
Not equipped with pedals

Not allowed on roads, bike lanes,
paths or public lands

Must comply with Canadian
E-Bike Regulations

» Allowed on roads, bike lanes
and multi-use paths

= Wear a helmet. Ride responsibly.
Yield to others.




West Vancouver Schools

Parent & Guardian’s Guide to Personal Digital Devices

Laptops are the
preferred device for

school use.

ah

While digital devices can enhance leaming in many ways, allowing to o create
and communicate, it is important that they are used in a mindful and meaningful way.

Personal digital devices should only be used with the permission of a teacher or administrator.
Additional considerations will be made to pravide for student's health and accessibility needs,
and acc

Secondary
Call phanes should only b
used in class if specifically
required for a leamning task

Elementary
Cell phones should HOT be
used in elementary school.

Understand the digital device expectations
at your child's school

Support and encourage your child's
appropriate use of digital devices

Refrain from contacting your child during

the school day. If it's an emergency,
contact the school office

Personally model and encourage digital
device boundaries

WEST
VANCOUVER
e fos—————

What can parents and guardians
do to help?

WHAT FAMILIES CAN CONTINUE

TODO

Here are some ways families can help
reinforce these expectations at home:

Encourage Balanced Screen Time:
Promote activities like reading, outdoor
play, and family time.

Model Consistency: Show your support
by modeling
mindfulandappropriate device use.

Support School Communication: Avoid
contacting your child during instructional
time.Non-urgent messages can wait until
after school. If urgent communication is
needed, please contact the school office.

Stay Engaged: Revisit the
Parent/Guardian Guide to Personal Digital
Devices to refresh your understanding of
the expectations and discuss them with

your child. h
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& WE ARE...

connected

confident

curious

compassionate




Expectations

Conduct
For Respectful

Communication
P a re n tS & Parents & guardians are expected to
communicaterespectfullyand
. constructively with all members of the
G u a rd I a n S school community. This includes in
person conversations, email, phone calls,

etc.

Conduct on Online
School Property Conduct

To help maintainasafe andwelcomingschool environment, parents& Parents & guardians mustuse digital communications
guardians mustmodel appropriate behaviour for ourstudents byusing —including email,socialmedia, and school platforms—
responsible language and actions. Adults will not approach or in a respectful and responsible way. This means not
engage with another family's child to resolve conflicts, obtain posting or sharing content that could harm others
information, or address concerns. Such matters should be directed such as comments that are unkind, misleading, or that
to school staff or administration. share private information about students, families, or

We ask that parents & guardians: staff. Any online communication about members of
« Signin ubon arrivalin the school the school community is expected to follow these
gnin up . o same guidelines, no matter what platform is used
« Follow staff guidance and direction

* Refrain from entering classrooms without permission

Privacy and
Confidentialit

Parents & guardians mustrespectttie privacy of all students,
families, and staff and must notshare personal or identifying
information about others without their knowledge and consent.
This includes photos and recordings on any school property.

@ Supporting the

Resolution of Concerns

When concernsarise,parents&guardiansmustfollowtheestablishedresolution process:

1. Always start bydiscussing theconcernwiththeadultdirectlyinvolved(startwiththesource)
2. Engage with respect and in good faith

3. Respect the privacy of all individuals involved

4. Work collaboratively to seek a resolution

5. Follow the above process before formal escalation




What is Early
Literacy
Screening?

How Does Early
Literacy Screening
Help My Child?

Early literacy screening is a quick
check that helps teachers

Early literacy screening helps
teachers understand each
child's reading skills and
learning needs.

understand how your child is
developing early reading skills, an
important part of literacy
development. It's not a diagnosis or

academic assessment. .
Screening helps teachers:

e |dentify students who may
need extra reading support

e Plan reading instruction for the
whole class, small groups, or
individual students

e Track student progress in
reading over time

* Adjust teaching to better
support student learning

It looks at skills such as letter
knowledge, sound awareness, and
word reading.

Early literacy screening tools are:
« Brief and easy to use
« Developed using research and
student data
« Used by classroom teachers
« Designed to help keep children
on track with reading
Early literacy screening helps
identify reading challenges early
so support can begin right away.

Early literacy screening
provides a snapshot of where
your child is in their reading

journey.

This gives your child the best
oppeortunity to build strong
literacy skills and a solid
foundation for future learning.

For more information and
resources visit:

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/
literacy-screening

/|

Literacy
Important?

Strong literacy skills support
lifelong learning and wellness.

Success in Learning

What is
Literacy?

Literacy is your child’s ability
to understand language and
communicate in a variety of
ways.

Children with strong literacy
skills are better able to:
Literacy includes: + Understand classroom lessons
* Speaking and listening 2 Iéfam ”'?V\f Sli‘bli?ts I .
. Bu”d;ng Vooabu]ary . WGI'B't elr thin ing throug
» Reading and speaking and writing
understanding text ?gmp’et; as;flgnments
*Exprassing ideas in wiiting gjtaepeenn aegdyand motivated in
« Understanding stories and sch\{)ol gag
information

Health & Well-Being

Children with strong literacy
skills are also more likely to:
= Build confidence and self-esteem
« Understand health and safety
information
Build independence and
problem-solving skills
Strengthen skills such as memory,

Literacy skills are tools that
open doors to learning
throughout life.

attention, and focus

Later in life, literacy helps people:
« Apply for jobs
= Continue learning new skills
« Build social connections with others
« Participate fully in their
communities

i VANCOUVER
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Literacy
Screening

Information for
Parents and
Caregivers

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Ministry of
Education and
Child Care

How Do Children

Learn Literacy
Skills?

Literacy development takes

time, teaching, and practice.

Chlldren will:
Learn at different speeds
¢ Find some parts of literacy
easier than others
* Build skills over time
* Show progress in different
ways

Some children need more time
and practice.

This does not mean they won't
develop strong literacy skills
over time.

Early support makes a big

difference, and schools are
there to help!

Literacy development can also
happen at home. Reading
together is a great way to build
these skills.
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West Vancouver Board of Education
All Candidates Meeting

Tuesday, October 6th from 6-8pm

Kay Meek Studio Theatre
1700 Mathers Avenue, West VVancouver

On October 17, 2026 voters in the
District of West Vancouver, the Village
of Lions Bay, Bowen Island Municipality
and part of Metro Vancouver Electoral

Area A will elect tive Trustees for

School District 45, West Vancouver

Board of Education.

The West Vancouver District Parent
Advisory Council [WVDPAC) is hosting
an All School Trustee Candidates
Meeting on Tuesday October 6th,
2026 in the Kay Meek Studio Theatre.
All members of the public are
welcome and encouraged to attend.

Learn more about the candidates
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	BICS
	THIS WEEK
	THE WEEK AHEAD
	September 28th
	September 29th
	September 30th
	October 1st
	October 2nd
	ORANGE SHIRT DAY

	UPCOMING DATES
	October 9th
	Bowen Island Fire Rescue Prevention Presentations for all grades
	October 12th
	October 15th
	October 20th
	October 21st
	October 23rd



	CROSS COUNTRY
	Cross country meet Tuesday, September 29th  at 3:30PM

	BUS TRANSPORTATION
	Transportation services for each eligible student in your household must be requested every year, by submitting an online student transportation request form for each student.
	If you are a new registrant or have recently moved, please submit a request form for each student as soon as possible.
	Sign up Here

	FEEDING FUTURES
	As part of the Ministry of Education and Childcare Feeding Futures initiative, the West Vancouver School District has established a food security structure to confidentially assist students and families. The West Vancouver School District Food Security Plan will help students and families by providing confidential financial support for families facing food insecurity. Families are encouraged to reach out directly to their school principal or to feedingfutures@wvschools.ca if they need support with food-related costs. Please be assured that all requests will be addressed with sensitivity, respect, and confidentiality.   
	Next Friday, October 2nd  is student picture day, so make sure your child comes to school with their best smile! Students will have their photographs taken for school records and optional family purchase. This is a great opportunity to capture memories of your child’s growth and achievements. If you have any questions or need to arrange a retake, please contact the school office for assistance.
	FRIDAY IS PHOTO DAY
	TERRY FOX
	Although we hnoured Terry Fox last week, there is still time to donate!
	Our goal this year is to raise $3,000 for cancer research, and we are accepting donations until the end of September. Donate HERE!

	SMS TEXT MESSAGING
	For parents/guardians who would like to be notified of a school emergency such as power outages, severe weather or safety alerts via SMS - Please text a “Y” or “Yes” to 978338 to ensure you are on the list. 
	VENDOR APPLICATIONS


	PERSONAL DIGITAL DEVICES
	WHAT  FAMILIES  CAN CONTINUE TO DO 
	Expectations

	Conduct
	Respectful
	Communication
	Parents & guardians are expected to communicaterespectfullyand constructively with all members of the school community. This includes in person conversations, email, phone calls, etc.

	For Parents & Guardians
	Conduct on
	School Property
	Online Conduct
	Privacy and
	Confidentiality
	Parents & guardians mustrespectthe privacy of all students, families, and staff and must notshare personal or identifying information about others without their knowledge and consent. This includes photos and recordings on any school property.

	Supporting the
	Resolution of Concerns
	When concernsarise,parents&guardiansmustfollowtheestablishedresolution process:




