THE WEEK AHEAD

Monday, February 23rd

Tuesday, February 24th

e Family Learning Conferences-Early
Dismissal @ 10:45am
Please find your child's classroom sign
up page at this link.

Wednesday, February 25th
e Pink Shirt Day
» Girls Basketball Tournament

Thursday, February 26th
e Boys Basketball Tournament

Friday, February 27th

& Wy e

UPCOMING DATES

March 3rd
March 2nd e 8:30am Literacy, Coffee and Connections with
e Div1& 2 atKillarney Lake walk District Principal Michelle LaBounty
e Div.10 and 6 Skating


http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/XTpe5mT0uU-zKCrsd7OcuQ~~/AAAAARA~/4cpZooar9XItQ5gLZFanmNiyZRYBJE7J030FrzqN5PRjB2HCY9zpxbWF8UXP-Qej3kL-DjrlW-QILX-DSn1vXuxM_-4Aw9jQYZOIrdx2u6q62ftR198vwCCj4Q4ReJtn5RgdenIjHtq4_fC25PYF9Kw_A3rmCdlnlkzhcMxj-BNfUYq4FXprCLq95iQFJ-4MFCXQ6ZUmcOL1eO46H6NYaw~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/XTpe5mT0uU-zKCrsd7OcuQ~~/AAAAARA~/4cpZooar9XItQ5gLZFanmNiyZRYBJE7J030FrzqN5PRjB2HCY9zpxbWF8UXP-Qej3kL-DjrlW-QILX-DSn1vXuxM_-4Aw9jQYZOIrdx2u6q62ftR198vwCCj4Q4ReJtn5RgdenIjHtq4_fC25PYF9Kw_A3rmCdlnlkzhcMxj-BNfUYq4FXprCLq95iQFJ-4MFCXQ6ZUmcOL1eO46H6NYaw~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/XTpe5mT0uU-zKCrsd7OcuQ~~/AAAAARA~/4cpZooar9XItQ5gLZFanmNiyZRYBJE7J030FrzqN5PRjB2HCY9zpxbWF8UXP-Qej3kL-DjrlW-QILX-DSn1vXuxM_-4Aw9jQYZOIrdx2u6q62ftR198vwCCj4Q4ReJtn5RgdenIjHtq4_fC25PYF9Kw_A3rmCdlnlkzhcMxj-BNfUYq4FXprCLq95iQFJ-4MFCXQ6ZUmcOL1eO46H6NYaw~~

PINK SHIRT DAY

Pink Shirt Day — February 25 is an important
opportunity for our school community to come
together to promote kindness, inclusion, and
standing up for one another. Students and staff
are encouraged to wear pink to show that

bullying has no place in our community.

This year, we are excited to extend the message of

kindness beyond one day through Mrs. Towne’s “Kindness
Ninjas” initiative. Learners will be spreading the love by
surprising one another with small acts of kindness—sharing
treats like drinks, cookies, chips, and chocolate bars—as a
reminder that kindness can be simple, joyful, and
contagious.

While Pink Shirt Day is a powerful moment to pause and
reflect, kindness is something we work on every day. We
invite families to reflect together:
What does kindness look like in our home?
How do we respond when someone is feeling left out or
treated unfairly?
How can small, everyday actions make a big
difference for others?

Together, we can continue to build a caring, respectful

community where everyone feels safe, valued, and
included.
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FRIENDLY REMINDERS

Please keep an extra fork or spoon
in your child’'s backpack for those
just-in-case moments. Having
spare cutlery on hand helps
ensure students can enjoy their
lunches comfortably if something
is forgotten at home. Thank you for
your support!



RETURNING TO BICS

Are you returning to BICS for the 2026-27
School year?

We are currently accepting and processing
new registrations for the 2026-2027 school
year and want to determine our enroliment for
the upcoming school year. To the best of your
knowledge, if you know you will not be
returning to BICS, please let Mrs. Grundy know
in writing as soon as possible
(bics@wvschools.ca). We hope your child will
return to BICS and note that students are
returning to school on Tuesday, September 8,

2026.

WEST VANCOUVER SCHOOLS

ADMISSIONS INFORMATION

K-12 admission applications for both in-district and
out-of-district students opens on January 15. If you
have students in your family or network who are
looking to join our district, please help spread the word
about this important date.

West Vancouver Schools offer a wonderful opportunity
to be part of a community that values excellence in
education. Our schools take pride in creating
meaningful learning experiences and providing
opportunities that support the growth, well-being, and
success of every student.

To learn more about registration expectations and
processes, please visit our admissions page:

mps: /westvancouverschools.ca/admissions/

We look forward to welcoming new students and
families to our vibrant and supportive school
community! %



https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/growbc-feedbc-buybc/feed-bc-and-the-bc-food-hub-network/institutional-partnerships/feed-bc-in-k-12-schools
mailto:feedingfutures@wvschools.ca
https://westvancouverschools.ca/admissions/
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Supporting Readers Today for

Academic Success Tomorrow

Discover practical ways to suppert your child’s literacy and language
development at home and in the community.

In partnership with the Bowen Island Public Library, this engaging
session will share strategies, local resources, and ideas to help foster
a lifelong love of reading.

Presenters:

= Mary Parackal, Vice Principal of Eardy Leaming - West
Vancouver Schools

» Michelle LaBounty, District Principal of Teaching &
Leaming - West Vancouver Schools

& Tricia Yurkowski, District Foundational Skills Enhoncemant
Teacher

= Kelly Woods, Children and Youth Services Ceordinator,
Bowen Island Public Library

Bowen Library: Spring Break
STEAM Club
Ages (6-10)

Learn new skills, make
something new! We'll explore a
new STEAM activity every
session, with time to practice
and explore science, arts &
technology.

March 26, 10:30 am-11:30 am in
¥ the Library Annex. Please

register at: bipl.ca/steam

Registration Required!

Register Here ‘l
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bipl.ca/steam
(604) 947-9788

info@bowenlibrary.ca

SPRING ADAPTIVE
SOCCER PROGRAM
FOR NEURODIVERSE
PLAYERS

10 Week Program

on Thursdays from 3:45-4:45 PM

April 9th is the first session!
Forages5tolée

Location: Ambleside Field D

Register Here

Our Adaptive Soccer Program is designed
especially for neurodiverse players who are
eager to explore the game of soccer in a
fun, welcoming, and supportive
environment. Whether a player is brand
new to organized soccer or has some
experience, everyone is encouraged to join
learn, and grow. The program is open to
players aged 5 to 16.


http://bipl.ca/steam

February 18, 2026

Dear Parents and Carcgivers:

As we continue to support the community of Tumbler Ridge. || know that school safety is
weighing heavily on many of your minds. As 2 mom, | feel it too. Every single day our children
walk out the door, we just want to know that they will be okay.

What happened was devastating. Our heants are with the entire Tumbler Ridge community.
Every school district has a Safe School Coordinator, as required by the Mmistry of Education
and Child Care, who leads dastrict-wide safety planning. including detailed safety protocols and
‘comprehensive traming to help ensure strong, consistent safety practices across all schools.
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Districts and schools have emergency responses in place, and staff are tramed to initiate them
is taken seriously. reviewed regularly. and designed o protect students and staff should the
unthinkable
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‘ongoing support for their safety planning. This coordination cnsurcs that schools are prepared
and that best practices are shared province-wide.

I abso know that many of you, and your children, have questions about what happened. Some
Mqh“mn_mhﬂhi—m-ﬁ, It is normal for children
1o expenience emotional reactions after hearing about or a traumatic evenl—even
when they remain safe. Parents can waich for signs that 3 child may need exta sapport, such as
worry or foar about safety, trouble concentrating, sadness, withdrawal or increasced imitability,
shifts in sleep or appetite, and physical complamts like headaches or stomach-aches.

I for how to have these difficult

_‘,_-:hh T- : s comversations in an agc-appropriate
{erase) website and on this dedicated provincial websile 1o suppon people through the Tumbler
Ridge tragedy.

1 also want to acknowledge the heightened anvicty many ISLGBTQIA+ students, staff, and
families are feeling amid the rise in harmful rhetoric. Schools must continue to be safe,
welcoming places where every student belongs. If your child or someone you know experiences
threats or harassment, please use the Report bt tool and connect with a teacher, principal, or
schoal stall member.

At a time when British Columbians anc coming together to support a gnieving community. it is
unacceptable to use this tragedy to target and harm valnerable children.

You will have likely heard from your local school distnict with a farther safety update. In the
meantime, please contact your school principal if you have questions sbout safety protocols in
place at your school.

We will continue working to ensure our schools remain places of safety., care, and belonging for
every student.

Sincerely.
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