LIONS BAY SCHOOL

PAC MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday April 29th, 2015

 

Present:  Karyn Jones, Jennie Cipolla, Christy Leslie, Meighan Jury, Stephanie Leavitt, Scott Wallace, Dawn Mitchell, Rachel Harris, Noelene Searle, Cathy R, Lori Antherton , Eva Perez, Karl Burl, Heather Hood

1)  Meeting Called to Order at 8:52a.m. 

2)  Approval of the minutes from the March 25th, 2015 meeting

~approved by Stephanie and Meighan

3)  Approval of the Agenda

~approved by Meighan and Dawn

4)  Karl Buhr presenting on the needs of the field

Start has been slow. First call out for donations= $1100.  Aeration has been done and paid for.  SD45 donated top soil & spread it on Monday and spread seed Tuesday.  SD45 is also going to donate soccer nets- going to lock them down to the ground with a lock ($200-$300). Would also like to buy some baseball bases.  Mowing will be done by Lions Bay Municipality, which will up their budget towards the field next year. 

Karl believes the field is one of Lions Bay’s prime assets.  Wants to give the community a sense of ownership.  Asking PAC to step forward to make a contribution.  Karl is also communicating with West Vancouver Soccer Club to add LB field to the soccer roster (Saturday mornings).  They would pay $100 for each use.  The field still needs to be leveled (will eventually need to add lock blocks & have an engineer look at it).

Have applied for a grant through Kraft ($50,000).  This was not received last year, but hope to receive it this year. 

     -Vote on PAC contribution

Should we be giving a larger amount this year, with the intent to be giving an amount each year?  We see the importance of the field and support it. 

Motion for PAC to contribute $500 this year, with the intention to give $250 each year moving forward.  Motion approved unanimously.

5)  Vice Principal/Head Teacher’s Report

Cycling BC is trying to raise money.  They took some video of the kids and will be showing it as a promotional piece towards their Gala.  They want to arrange a time to come back as they were impressed with Lions Bay School.

Lighthouse Festival.  Thanks for showing up.  Kids were proud of themselves and did a great job!  They are practicing their lines and songs daily as the performance approaches.  Costumes will be minor- will ask parents to volunteer.  More of a focus is going towards the backdrop/scenes.  

Knitting starts today with Shannon and Todd.  Kids & staff are excited, parents are welcome to volunteer.  Will start with finger knitting and move to needles.

Kids are planning a carnival for Early Entrepreneurs. They are working on setting a date.  

Booktopia coming up for Grade 2 on May 6

Reporting pilot will take place again (same as last year for Kindergarten) for Grades 1 and 2.  Grade 4 will look significantly different this year.  Focus on keeping language simple and clear. 

Sports Day.  Parents will be asked to volunteer to run the stations and lunch on Friday June 19th.  Please keep your calendars open. 

6)  Chair’s report

Lice- there seems to be an abundance.  If anyone needs help or support please reach out (Heather is an expert!) If you notice lice, please let Pam know as soon as possible.  

School Camp Out.  Tomorrow is the last day to book- you need to call and put a deposit down.  

Mother’s Day Breakfast.  Friday May 8th from 7:30-8:30. Please get your orders in by Friday. 

Emergency Supplies. A few reasons why it hasn’t been done yet, but will get to that in the near future.

Bike Rack.  Ian Wallis from school district will come next week to look at location and discuss cost of.

Promotional Video. Noelene has talked with Vancouver Film School.  She is waiting for a student from the school to volunteer (nobody has stepped up).  She has done a bit of research and is trying to price out someone affordable.  Really like the look of Whistler Waldorf School one- would like something similar.  The idea is to send it around- ie. for Real Estate agents to show it to prospective buyers, put on our website, etc.  Scott Wallace has a graduate student contact (Ricardo)- he will pass on information.  We also talk to Shannon & Josh to see if they would be interested in helping?  Get Dale and Tyra on board.
7)  DPAC Report

“Reshaping Classrooms”.  Irwin Park was excited about new class configuration- moving conventional desks and used different heights and textures of furniture.  (Much like our school looks :) 

Guest finance speaker- Rola Khalil-Priatel will present on May 26th “Increasing our Children’s Money Quotient”.  A discussion on money management and how to prepare our children for life.  Get your tickets.

School Calendars. Is it worth exploring the option of a more continuous/balanced calendar?  There have been some results that have shown increased retention (some school districts are already practicing this).  Scott says that it works really well when kids are struggling because they have less time off from regular instruction (ie. summer holiday).  Continual breaks throughout the year instead of the long gaps.  It was eventually felt that this is not feasible at this time as amongst many reasons cited our students have their own summer learning (academic and not academic) which they pursue and this would deny them that opportunity.

Digital Access within SD45.  All schools and facilities are now on the Next Generation Network:  upgraded with faster internet connections.  What does digital learning looks like in the classroom? It teaches student problem solving, students are consuming vast amounts of information and using these new tools in their creative endeavours.

Classroom Modernization.  Less rows, more moveable furniture. Improve infrastructure.  Schools are allowed to repurpose furniture as long as it is not fixed to walls- can have lamps and plants, etc. or bring in coffee tables, chairs.  SD45 does not have to approve of each piece.  This has gone backwards a bit because there are now forms to approve these changes.
Digital Learning. New BC Curriculum - it is moving it towards more of an overlapping of grades, instead of grade-specific learning.  Moving away from textbooks towards finding information from other means- i.e. internet.  

Safe Routes Advocates.  One mother is trying to create safe walking routes to schools.  She has colour-coded school walking routes and is collecting data on who uses them and sending this data to the Heart and Stroke Foundation and getting funding for the results of the project. We will get contact information and see if Lions Bay can get on board with improving our walking routes to school.

Trustee Meeting. How to use surplus funds?  One thought was to host welcome and introductory events for feeder schools coming up to High School.  

8)  Treasurer’s Report

John sends his regrets.  Nothing much has changed.  Sitting on around $17,000 between Trust and Chequing accounts. Already voted that $500 will go towards field.

Gym Mats:  they are original to school and looking quite grubby.  Eva wondering if PAC will support buying new mats?  Cost per mat is $179/each and we need approximately 20.  Scott says there is an equipment replacement budget that could maybe replace some of the mats, but certainly not all at once.  This would not be until next year.  Scott will look into how much money is in this budget. 

9)  Nomination information for next year’s PAC Executive

We need to fill the following for 2015/16 school year: i) Chair  ii) Vice-Chair  iii) Treasury  iv) Secretary  v) DPAC Representative 

Nomination Committee:  Heather, Stephanie, Jennie

10) Date for AGM June 3rd at 6:30pm 

11) Question Period

*Cougar sighting on Creekview Place this morning.  

*Heather: Library is open everyday. There are some great books! Invited the school to come. 

*Any word on the bike park?  Karyn will email Jon and Oliver to see where they are at.

*Are there funds for a dishwasher in upstairs kitchen?  Get process moving, as it could take a while. 

*Meighan asked Scott to tweet more about Lions Bay.  Scott has talked to Eva about it.  

*Gleneagles going to Kay Meek. Norman Foote is there May 9th at 2pm and they have an art show in the lobby.  Everyone welcome.  

Thank you for coming.  Meeting adjourned. 

